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The Bible verse about the Bereans is Acts 17:11, which says, "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so". 
The Bereans were a group of Jews who were open-minded and eager to learn about the word of God. They studied the Scriptures daily to verify the truth of what they heard. The Bereans are considered a model for Bible students.
What is the New Testament?
Our English bibles are composed of two testaments (The Word Testament simply means a covenant, an agreement.)  The Old and New Testament consist of a total of 66 books.  Thirty-nine of these make up the Old Testament (nearly 60%) 27 book are in the New Testament and they all have one overall theme which is…
God establishing His Kingdom, In His place, with His people.
The Old and New Testament speaks about Jesus and His kingdom.  There is only one God in all the bible and his primary concern is to display his glory, by establishing his kingdom, among His people. 

The New Testament is a collection of books that includes the Gospels, Acts, letters attributed to various apostles, and Revelation.
What is in the Old Testament Concealed is in the New Testament Revealed
Like the Old Testament, the New Testament contains several different genres (types of literature) in its 27 books, including gospels (theological biographies about Jesus), historical narrative, letters, and apocalypse (Revelation). God used people from different walks of life and ethnicities to write His Word.
1. Matthew was a despised tax collector who became a disciple of Jesus and wrote a gospel.
2. Luke was a Greek doctor who journeyed with Paul, carefully researching the life of Jesus and the early church.
3. John was a fisherman and part of the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples. He wrote a gospel, several letters, and many believe the book of Revelation.
4. Paul was a Jewish Pharisee who persecuted Christians. After he met Jesus, he became a missionary to the Roman world and is credited with writing 13 New Testament letters to churches spread across the Roman Empire.
Even with such a variety of genres and human authors, the Holy Spirit wrote the message of the Bible with a unity that begins in Genesis and continues through Revelation.
The Apostles: Eyewitnesses to the Life of Jesus and His Teaching
When Christians first met together after Jesus’ resurrection, they continued to read the Jewish Old Testament. The apostles, those who knew Jesus personally, taught about His life and teachings with first-hand testimony. Paul and other church leaders wrote letters to churches explaining the Christian faith and encouraging them to obey Jesus’ teachings. The apostles of Jesus gradually died, so to keep clear accounts of Jesus’ life and teachings, the Gospels were written down by Matthew, Mark (working with Peter), Luke (journeying with Paul), and John. Luke also wrote Acts to show the history and growth of the early church.
As the years progressed, the church began to treasure certain writings over others. By the end of the first century, all the books in our New Testament were written and known across the Christian church. Church leaders began to quote sections of the Gospels or letters in their own writings and sermons, which gave authority and sacredness to the earlier writings.
The Divisions of the New Testament
The New Testament is divided into several sections:
1. The Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. These books tell the story of Jesus from eyewitnesses.
2. Historical Narrative: Acts
3. Paul’s Letters: Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.
4. General Letters: Hebrews, James, 1-2 Peter, 1-2-3 John, and Jude.
5. Apocalypse (written in pictural language): Revelation
The Canonization of the New Testament
The Christian Bible was written by God through human authors. The Holy Spirit used the authors’ own skills and personalities to pen God’s Word. The books that were placed in the New Testament are called the canon, from the Greek word kanon, which means “rod” or “measuring stick.” These canonical books are considered authoritative for Christian belief and practices.
The canonization of the New Testament happened gradually over several centuries. The early church leaders (also called church fathers) did not meet and select which books should be considered scripture. The early church recognized which books were authoritative to determine doctrine (belief) and Christian practices. The church leaders considered the following four characteristics of a book:
1. Was the book connected to an apostle of Christ? This characteristic was the most important. Was the document either written by an apostle or by someone connected to an apostle? Most of the New Testament books were written by apostles. Luke, the author of Luke and Acts, was a close associate of the Apostle Paul.
2. Was it orthodox? Orthodox means it did not contradict any previously revealed truth in what was already considered scripture, like the Old Testament. Some books were rejected because they had truth statements mixed with nonorthodox statements.
3. Was it written in the era of the apostles? To be closely associated with an apostle, the book needed to have been written during the beginning of the church. Our New Testament books were written c. 50-100 CE.
4. Was it accepted as authoritative across the universal church? Was the book already in widespread use across the church, which was spread out geographically across the Roman Empire? Was it applicable to the entire church? Did it encourage and strengthen Christians in their faith?
From the second century on, many “Christian” writings surfaced, including other gospels and letters. However, the universal church did not agree that any of these later writings should be part of sacred scripture. For example, the “gnostic gospels” (like the “gospel of Thomas”) are dated after the time of the apostles. In addition, most of these gnostic texts reflect nonorthodox views of Jesus and His teaching.
The New Testament canon formed in three general stages.
1. Paul’s letters were the earliest to be written and the earliest to be collected. By the end of the first century CE, Paul’s letters were circulating as a collection and being quoted as scripture in the writings of the church leaders. Churches across the Roman world began making copies by hand of letters other churches had received from the apostles. False teachers were trying to infiltrate the church, which gave momentum to forming a canon of authoritative books for Christians to trust.
2. In the closing years of the second century CE, the Gospels were the next collection to be accepted as scripture. Although other “gospels” had been written by this time, these accounts of Jesus’ life had elements of truth as well as elements contrary to the testimony of the eyewitnesses. The church leaders and scholars, even those spread far apart geographically, considered only our current four Gospels as scripture and inspired by God.
3. During the third and fourth centuries CE, the General Letters, along with Acts and Revelation, were the last group to be accepted into the canon. The earliest complete list of our current New Testament books was written by Athanasius, the bishop of Alexandria, who listed our 27-book New Testament canon in his Easter letter of 367 CE. Over the next few years, this list was adopted by across the Roman world as scripture.
What God divinely allowed to be included within the canonical sacred text we can be assured is true and trustworthy. The New Testament books accepted as scripture have a legacy that dates all the way back to the apostles themselves.
The tree of life is a symbol of eternal life that appears in both the books of Genesis and Revelation in the Bible. It is a powerful image that appears in some of the most important events in the Bible. 
Genesis
· The tree of life is mentioned three times in Genesis 2. 
· It was located in the center of the Garden of Eden, which was also known as the Garden of the Lord. 
· Adam and Eve were surrounded by fruit trees in the garden, where their every need was met. 

Revelation 
· The tree of life is mentioned four times in Revelation, including three times in the final chapter.
· In Revelation 22:2, the apostle John describes the tree of life as bearing twelve crops of fruit every month, and its leaves as healing the nations.

Meaning
· The tree of life symbolizes God's desire to give humanity eternal life. 
· It also symbolizes that God is the source of eternal life and blessing. 
The tree of life is a reminder that God's purposes will not be thwarted
Revelation 22
22 Then the angel[a] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life[b] with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
Jesus Is Coming
6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”
7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”
10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”
12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes,[c] so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.[d] Amen.










Building Your Foundation on the Word of God
Fasting and Prayer *Food and Media* Prayer**21 Days* 
PSALM 1
1 Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2  but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
3  He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6  for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
the Lord holds them in derision.

Which Version of Bible
You can read any version of the bible you would like, there are many translations, and some prefer readability and others prefer precision.  I think the ESV (English Standard Version) offers a good mix of both.  It’s a word for word translation and is quite a process.  New Living and NIV are phrase for phrase translations.  The Message version is best read as commentary but they are a retelling of the translation.
How and Why Read the Whole Bible
Ice cream Story Why Reading the Whole Bible is Important (Story of Felicia)
Time:  Set a Time for It (morning) You can not pour out something that is empty.
Location:  A spot that is just for you and God.
Process:  Prioritize this Time (About 12 Minutes and 8 minutes of Video)
Mindset:
1. What is the Context? 
2. Who wrote this book? 
3. Why did they write it?  
4. What Did God Say?
5. What Did God Do?
6. Why Did God Do It?
7. What Did I learn About God?
8. What is it saying about God?
Hermeneutics Rules
1. Scripture Interprets Scripture
2. Interpret unclear passages in the light of clear passages (Descriptive or Prescriptive)
3. Read it as it was meant to be read
We need to love the Bible not just read it!  The bible is meant for you to know God!
We have to look for Him in All Scripture.  Press through when it gets hard.
Job 6-9
The story is set in a land far away from Israel, Uz, and Job is not even an Israelite, and the author is anonymous and has no real clear picture of when it takes place in ancient history.  The author clearly wants us to take interest in the story and understand the questions raised by suffering.
The book has a clear literally design.  Hebrew poetry between Job and his four friends.  It has an opening and beginning.  Then God gives a series of poetic speeches that correctly put Job back in his place. 
The prologue introduces us to Job who is blameless.  And we are transported to heaven and almost a court scene where “Satan” the accuser ask to test Job and the Lord allows.  Now in order to say yes, that mean full authority belongs to God, and this suffering that takes place is sifted through his hands.  Job never explains the reasoning for the suffering (and good people suffer, just that it happened. And in the process Job goes through two natural disasters, and two disasters created by man.
The ultimate reasoning for Jobs suffering is simply never revealed.
So his three friends (all non Israelites) represent the best of ancient thinking about God, suffering, and human condition.  Job speaks, then a friend, then Job, then a friend, and so on and so forth. This is the principle that they believe that if you are good and righteous that God will reward and if your are evil and stupid God will punish you.  
Today we pick up in the rollercoaster of emotions that is Job.
Today he is listening to bad advice from his second friend.  This pain is not the result of sinful actions.  Sometime life is just hard and people have sinned against you.  Sometimes the results are a part of a fallen world.  Job’s friends were attacking him in the middle of his grief.
Mercy: Don’t get what you deserve
Grace:  When you get what you don’t deserve
Job had done nothing wrong.  God is powerful.  And God is intimate.  
 Job Replies: There Is No Arbiter
9 Then Job answered and said:
2 “Truly I know that it is so:
    But how can a man be in the right before God?
3 If one wished to contend with him,
    one could not answer him once in a thousand times.
4 He is wise in heart and mighty in strength
    —who has hardened himself against him, and succeeded?—
5 he who removes mountains, and they know it not,
    when he overturns them in his anger,
6 who shakes the earth out of its place,
    and its pillars tremble;
7 who commands the sun, and it does not rise;
    who seals up the stars;
8 who alone stretched out the heavens
    and trampled the waves of the sea;
9 who made the Bear and Orion,
    the Pleiades and the chambers of the south;
10 who does great things beyond searching out,
    and marvelous things beyond number.
11 Behold, he passes by me, and I see him not;
    he moves on, but I do not perceive him.
12 Behold, he snatches away; who can turn him back?
    Who will say to him, ‘What are you doing?’
S.cripture
O.bservation
A.pplicatoin.
P.rayer










[bookmark: _Hlk188526762]What is in the Old Testament Concealed is in the New Testament Revealed
Everyone knows about context. When someone gets a long email from a friend, they never skip the first five paragraphs and then only read the third sentence in the sixth paragraph. Why not? They wouldn’t know what their friend is talking about. Instead, they would begin at the beginning and read all the way through. For some reason, however, the same person will pick up the word of God, skip the first five chapters of the letter to the Galatians, and read only a verse (or two). All I’m suggesting is that people apply what they already practice in everyday life to Bible reading.
Everyone knows about history. Eighteen years ago, there were news articles about 54,000 US military troops and military personnel being deployed to Louisiana and Mississippi. Was it a coup? Was it to defend against an invasion? If you performed even a rudimentary internet search or asked anyone who lived in that area at that time, the answer would be obvious. The Marines and National Guard were mobilized in 2005 as an emergency response to hurricane Katrina that caused widespread flooding, fires, and civil unrest. Understanding that history will explain why news sites wrote about the military deployment on US soil.  If it makes sense to understand the history behind a report written during modern times, why would it not make even more sense to investigate why reports were written in the Bible over 2,000 years ago. All I’m suggesting is that people apply what they practice in modern times to texts found in the Scriptures.
Everyone knows about genre. If a sports headline reads, “Cowboys Shoot Down Eagles,” everyone knows that men with revolvers didn’t shoot any birds. We all recognize that sports news is written in a particular literary style, where teams are often named after people (e.g. Cowboys, 49ers, etc.) and animals (e.g. eagles, dolphins etc.). No one is confused. For some reason, however, the same people who understand that news headlines are written in different literary styles, ignore the different literary styles of Scripture. They mistakenly read proverbs and interpret them as promises, for example. The Bible, however, is written in at least eight different literary styles, each of which has its own interpretive principles. All I’m suggesting is that people apply their understanding of modern literary styles to the different literary styles (genres) of the Bible.
1. What is the author talking about in the surrounding text (context)?
2. What is the historical occasion for why the author wrote (history)?
3. What literary style is the passage written in (genre)?




Building on a Firm Foundation
Matthew 7:24-27, which compares a wise person to someone who builds their house on a rock, signifying that a strong foundation is crucial to withstand storms; other verses include: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 where it states that Jesus Christ is the only foundation, and Psalm 127:1 which says "unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.". 
It’s not to say storms won’t come in 2025
There will be trials in 2025, there were trials in 2024
There will be unexpected tribulations, there were in 2024
Not everything will be smooth sailing 
But your plans in 2025 must be to build you life on a Firm Foundation.
Determine in 2025 “Lord you are Building my House.
That can be for you personally, 
that can be for your family, legacy, generations.
What you do in the small things in 2025 will determine the outcome.
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