

God establishing His Kingdom, In His place with His people.   

Series: A Firm Foundation

Recap: Building Your foundation on the Word of God.  (time & location) (SOAP)

Title:  Exploring the Context of the Old Testament

The Bible is God’s inspired word written by man.

While the Bible is indeed God’s inspired Word, he used human beings who spoke human language to capture this Word in a way that makes sense in normal speech. Thus, reading the Bible as literature or as one big story is a good practice. Also consider that Jesus only had the Old-Testament scriptures to preach from.  Jesus and the New Testament authors had a high regard for the Old Testament.

Our English bibles are composed of two testaments (The Word Testament simply means a covenant, an agreement.)  The Old and New Testament consist of a total of 66 books.  Thirty-nine of these make up the Old Testament (nearly 60%).  They all have one overall theme which is 

God establishing His Kingdom, In His place with His people.   Or to say it differently

	“The essence of the kingdom of God is God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule.”

These books are arranged chronologically and by genre.  Without the Old Testament the New Testament would not make sense as the Old Testament sets the stage for the coming of Jesus.

Both the Old and New Testament or covenants are about God establishing His kingdom on the earth through the covenants that He has made with mankind.

In Genesis it was the story of creation with Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden.  In the New Testament it was Jesus (sometimes referred to as the second Adam) coming to earth in human flesh as God’s Son, and Israel’s much anticipated Messiah.  

Let’s for a minute talk about the structure of the Old Testament

The sequence of our English Old Testament is: (Show Chart)
Law		History 		Poetry/Wisdom		Prophecy

	All thirty-nine books fall into one of those categories.  

Just note that the Hebrew (Jewish) bible contains the same content, they are structured differently than our English Bible.  The main difference is that the English Old Testament ends with the prophets while the Hebrew Bible places them in the middle of the Tanakh.
The English bible is grouped into Four main divisions: 

The Law (tôrâh), 

The Torah is made up of the first five books of the Bible. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy.

Genesis is at the beginning of our bible.  Genesis tells of God’s kingdom being established on earth through the creation story.  It is from this book where we learn of our origins that God created man and woman.  We also come to understand our divine purpose.  
After God Created Adam and Eve He placed them in the Garden and told them to 

	Genesis 1:28

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

So already we are told where we came from and why we are here. Two of life’s biggest questions.

Also in the book is the fall of mankind in which man sinned against God and consequently severed that perfect relationship that mankind had with God.  They were then banned from the garden and cursed because of their sin. 

As we progress through the Torah we see God’s initial plan to restore mankind through the Patriarchs.  He had also given them the law. (aka the law of Moses) They were to obey God’s law as part of their covenant.  But this would require perfect adherence to the law.

If someone disobeyed one aspect of the law, then according to the principle stated in James 2:10, they are considered to have disobeyed the entire law, 

However, if they would obey the law then they would reap all the benefits of being God’s chosen people.  God would protect them, provide for them, sustain them and even fight for them.  He would be their God and they were to be His people.  

There are 613 laws (mitzvot) in the Torah.  Some refer to the Tabernacle and the worship of Yahweh.  Other laws regard morality, social justice, customs, and rituals.  

“Do not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk” Ex 23:19, 34:26, Deut. 14:21

The law and adherence to that law is what set them apart from every other nation on the earth.  

With the law they understood what pleased and displeased God.

History- 

The "Books of History" in the Bible are a collection of Old Testament texts that primarily focus on the narrative of the Israelites, detailing their conquest of the Promised Land, the establishment of their kingdoms, and their subsequent history, including periods of both prosperity and exile;
In the English bible the books that fall under the category History begin with the conquest of Israel led by Joshua.  It was Joshua who would lead them into the promised land.  Following Joshua, we learn that Israel had no king and everyone did what was right in their own eyes.  

Thus, God raised up judges to govern his people.  But Israel wanted to be ruled by a king like the surrounding nations were. The Lord then raised up a king for Israel His name was Saul. But neither he nor any of the kings that came after him were the answer. They all failed to some degree.  Many of the latter kings provoked the Lord to anger by causing Israel to worship false gods. 

Some of the main characters in the History section of the Bible include Joshua, Judges like Gideon and Deborah, Kings David and Solomon, and figures like Ezra and Nehemiah who led the rebuilding of Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile.

Poetry & Wisdom

The poetry and wisdom books of the English Bible are found in “the writings” section of the Hebrew Bible.  The Writings (Kethuvim) (Pronounce Ke-tu-vim) 

These books are the poetic books of the Bible and are made up of songs, poems, and wise sayings. These poetic books are often described as a way for humans to reach out to God. They explore a range of human emotions, including joy, anger, hope, and despair. These books also offer wisdom, understanding, and instruction.

These books give us insight into how God’s people were responding to everything that had taken place during that time.

The Prophets (Nevi'im) (Pronounced Nev-a-yeem)

We already mentioned the spiritual decline amongst the children of Israel along with their kings.  God would tolerate it no more. 

Thus, we see men like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah whose writings became known as the Major prophets.  It was their responsibility to declare the oracles of God to His people.  

In the English bible the book of Daniel and Lamentations would also be included in the Major prophets but the Hebrew Bible puts them among the writings.  

· They condemned the people because of their sins. 
· Warned them of the coming judgement
· Called them to repentance
· Even offered hope through a new covenant and a new King who would establish justice and restore God’s kingdom on Earth. 

Then there are the 12 minor prophets

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 

These prophets speak with a unified voice the message of God to a wayward people during the most tumultuous times in Israel’s history. 780 BC to 420 BC

These prophets in unity warned Israel against 
· the Assyrian conquest of Samaria and the subsequent deportation of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 BC, 
· and the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem and exile of the people of Judah to Babylon in 586 BC.
Israel and Judah had no excuse.  God had given them opportunity after next to turn away from their sins before executing his judgement on them.   Mercy always precedes judgement.

Now that we have a better understanding of the structure of the Old-Testament

What is the Overall Message of the Old Testament? 

The overall message of the Old Testament (It all points to Jesus)

So, when reading the through the Old Testament it is always good to ask yourself “How does this point to Jesus? 

The Old Testament speaks about Jesus and His kingdom.  There is only one God in all the bible and his primary concern is to display his glory, by establishing his kingdom, among His people.  

The Old Testament is filled with promises of a restored kingdom where God’s son will rule in perfect righteousness and justice.  These promises are still valid and ought to provide hope for Christians who live in a world that is broken by sin.  

We know that the Old Testament points to Jesus because He mentions it.  

Luke 24:25-27

 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

From this we learn that the prophets had foretold of Jesus’s sufferings along with his return to glory.  It was said that the Messiah would die and be resurrected, and repentance and forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in his name to all nations. 

We even learn that the apostle Paul would try to convince his audience that Jesus was the anticipated messiah, and he did so using the Old testament scriptures.  
When reading the Old Testament, we must realize that all of the hundreds of individual stories we read harmonize in such a way that they tell one big Story.  

The story of God’s plan to glorify himself by establishing his kingdom through a covenant relationship with his people.  

Why is the Old Testament important to us today? 
	
Besides telling of our origins and our purpose, we learned through the Old Testament that God’s kingdom would be established through the Messiah Jesus, God’s only son. This kingdom included repentance and forgiveness of sins which would be proclaimed to all nations.

When we read the Bible for what it is—a Book—it unfolds the story of God’s redemptive plan as God reveals it piece by piece.
	
Though the kingdom looks different throughout the story, three elements are always present: God, His people, and a place

In the garden of Eden we see the world as God designed it to be.  God’s people, Adam and Eve, live in God’s place, the garden, under his rule as they submit to his word.  And to be under God’s rule in the Bible is always to enjoy his blessing.  It is the best way to live.

God’s original creation shows us a model of his kingdom as it was meant to be.

Sadly, Adam and Eve thought life would be better if they lived independently of God.  The results are disastrous.  They are no longer God’s people.  They turned away from him and he responds by turning away from them .  They are no longer in God’s place, He banishes them from the garden.  And they are not under God’s rule, so they do not enjoy his blessing.  Instead, they face his curse and are under his judgement.  The situation is very gloomy But God in his great love is determined to restore his kingdom. 

God calls Abraham and makes some unconditional promises to him: through Abraham’s descendants he will re-establish His kingdom.  They will be his people, living in his land and enjoying his blessing, and through them, all peoples on earth will be blessed.  

That promise is the gospel.  It is partially fulfilled in the history of Israel but will fully fulfilled through the second coming of Jesus Christ.”

The prophets of old pointed forward to a time when God would fulfill all his promises. 

That is where the Old Testament ends: waiting for God’s king to appear to introduce his kingdom. 

When we turn to Matthew in the New Testament we are given the genealogy of Jesus which links him to being the offspring of David and the offspring of Abraham.  

There was of span of 400 years from the completion of the Old Testament to the coming of Jesus.  Jesus was God’s king who had come to establish God’s kingdom on earth.  His teachings, and miracles, His life, all proved that he was who he said he was.  God himself in human form.  He has the power to put everything right again.  

Christ appeared the first time as a humble servant to deal with sin by offering himself as a sacrifice.  He will appear a second time as a victorious king to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him by establishing his kingdom forever. 

God’s kingdom has already infiltrated into the world and has begun to grow (Matt. 13:24–33). Yet, God’s kingdom has not yet been fully completed. God has ordained his kingdom to grow as his people, the Church preach the gospel of the kingdom throughout the whole world.

One day Christ will return. There will be a great division.  His enemies will be separated from his presence in hell.  But his people will join him in a perfect new creation.  Then at last the gospel promises will be completely fulfilled.   

The book of revelation describes a fully restored kingdom God’s people, Christians from all nations, in God’s place the new Jeruaslem, under God’s rule and therefore enjoying his blessing.  

When Christ returns as the conquering king, he will restore the kingdom of God that was established in Genesis 1-2.  

	The Old Testament is valuable to us today 

Because just like Israel we need a messiah.  Their works were not enough to bring about a perfect righteousness which God requires, we need someone to stand in the gap for our sins. 

Just like the Old Testament sacrifices in the law, only the shedding of innocent blood can make atonement for our sins.  

	Hebrews 9:22
22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

We know that messiah to be Jesus.  We know His sacrifice is sufficient to mend that relationship with God that was broken when Adam and Eve sinned. 

The Old Testament gives us a picture of what is to come.  One day God will fully establish His kingdom on earth.  It will happen at the second coming of Christ Jesus.  

He will be our God and we will be His people.  
· We will live with God,
· in His land, 
· underneath His rule, 
· amongst His people.  

Only then will the scriptures (Old and New testaments) be fully accomplished. 










Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy = Moses - 1400 B.C.
Joshua = Joshua - 1350 B.C.
Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel = Samuel/Nathan/Gad - 1000 - 900 B.C.
1 Kings, 2 Kings = Jeremiah - 600 B.C.
1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah = Ezra - 450 B.C.
Esther = Mordecai - 400 B.C.
Job = Moses - 1400 B.C.
Psalms = several different authors, mostly David - 1000 - 400 B.C.
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon = Solomon - 900 B.C.
Isaiah = Isaiah - 700 B.C.
Jeremiah, Lamentations = Jeremiah - 600 B.C.
Ezekiel = Ezekiel - 550 B.C.
Daniel = Daniel - 550 B.C.
Hosea = Hosea - 750 B.C.
Joel = Joel - 850 B.C.
Amos = Amos - 750 B.C.
Obadiah = Obadiah - 600 B.C.
Jonah = Jonah - 700 B.C.
Micah = Micah - 700 B.C.
Nahum = Nahum - 650 B.C.
Habakkuk = Habakkuk - 600 B.C.
Zephaniah = Zephaniah - 650 B.C.
Haggai = Haggai - 520 B.C.
Zechariah = Zechariah - 500 B.C.
Malachi = Malachi - 430 B.C.

