Series “All In”
Title: Pay Attention to the Details
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dfxo9Lon1mM
US Air Force Gen Mark Welsh reinforces the importance of paying attention to detail or paying attention to the small things involved in flying a fighter jet.  We learned when the pilot disregarded those seemingly minor details even for a moment the results were catastrophic. 
The US Air force prepares and trains for the unforeseen moment they are called upon.  So that when an enemy arises, they will be ready.  But it starts with paying attention to detail. 
Today, we will examine the scriptures and find that Jesus, much like Gen. Mark Welsh, is calling us to pay attention to the details of our lives. 
Matthew 24:36-46
After speaking to the crowds, Jesus speaks privately to His disciples.  He teaches them to stay awake and to watch for the signs of His return.  
36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Jesus makes the comparison between His return as being like the great flood during the days of Noah. During that time of Noah, man had become evil and it is said that the earth was full of violence.  
But rather than Jesus taking notice of their sinful crimes He brings attention to the fact that they were doing normal every day routines such as eating and drinking which is necessary for living and marrying and being given to marriage which is necessary for the preservation of mankind.  
The problem was not that they were doing that which is necessary.  The problem is that while doing that which is necessary, they became unaware of their spiritual depravity.  They were taking care of the physical but neglecting their spiritual wellbeing.  Some how they had stopped paying attention to the detail, doing those small things that were necessary for godliness. 
Many people set out to be “All In” physically at the beginning of each year.  Many will sign up for gym memberships or start some new physical activity in order to achieve some goal.  While there is nothing wrong with and I highly encourage you to be a good steward over your physical body, it is more important to take care of that which is spiritual.  
Both Physical and Spiritual deprivation starts with small compromises but end up with greater consequences.  Obesity begins with one plate… then two… then more…  Before you know it your health is in a dangerous place.  A place in which you did not anticipate.  Pay attention to detail.
So it is with things that are spiritual.   
You commit one sin… then one sin becomes two… then more.  Those sins then become habits and then those habits become your identity. 
Or perhaps you study His word and develop a personal relationship with Him and things are going great.  But then life happens and for whatever reason, you skip your quiet time with the Lord one day or you skip one Sunday morning service.  One day becomes one week, one week becomes one month.  By this point you are spiritually dry and distant from the will of God for your life.  It is a gradual decline it does not happen overnight.  
This decline occurs when we do not pay attention to the details or the small things that are necessary for spiritual growth. 
As my wife mentioned last week, In the days of His return, there will be lawlessness and the love of many will grow cold.  It will be a gradual decline of morality in that day.  Many will be unaware of their declining spiritual condition, and unaware of the judgement that awaits them. 
My wife informed me of a Newsweek article which talks about our moral decline as a nation.
We are slowly becoming more like Hindus and less like traditional Christians in the ways we think about God, our selves, each other, and eternity.
 A Hindu believes there are many paths to God. According to a 2008 Pew Forum survey, 65 percent of us believe that "many religions can lead to eternal life" It's about whatever works. If going to yoga works, great—and if going to Catholic mass works, great. And if going to Catholic mass plus the yoga plus the Buddhist retreat works, that's great, too."
America has come to such a place because we have not payed attention to detail.  To pay attention to detail is to take Jesus at His word and believe when He said:	(importance of knowing the word)
John 14:6
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
There is no other way but through Him.  Every other religion that proclaims some other way other than through Jesus Christ is a false religion.  
There will be consequences for those who have not paid attention to this vital detail.  When He comes back, He will make a distinction between those who are His and those who are not.
40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 
Interestingly, there will be people who are busy doing the same types of things such as working the field or grinding at the mill.  (welding at the shipyard etc…) But not everyone will be taken.  There will be many who work physical jobs who have also payed attention to the details of their spiritual wellbeing.  They were productive in this life, but they still took the time to prepare themselves for the next life.  They are the ones that will be taken when the Lord returns.
However, there were those who were not taken.  These are the ones who only minded the things of this world and did not prepare themselves spiritually for the life to come. 
It is not wrong to work hard and give it your best on your job so that you can succeed.  In fact, the bible tells us to do so.
2 Timothy 2:15
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
But your moral decline begins when your job, relationship, or anything replaces God as the object of your obsession. Just a reminder it is doing the things which are necessary for life, which can distract you and cause you to become unaware of your spiritual downfall. 
If you feel like you have slipped away, here is what the Lord would say to you.
42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
Stay Awake- KJV uses the word “watch” which comes from the Greek word, gregoreo which means 
To give strict attention to, to be cautious, to be active
In other words, “pay attention to details” it does not just happen naturally.  Just like reaching your fitness goals does not occur simply by watching fitness videos. 
If you are faithful or committed to your personal fitness, then you are probably strict about your time.  You set aside an allocated time in the day designated only to improving your body.  If you are serious about fitness you are also strict about the foods and quantity of food that you allow into your body.  Because eating the wrong foods can slow you down and keep you from preventing your fitness goals. 
In the same way if you are to be faithful and committed in your personal relationship with God, you need to set aside time out of your day, every day, and spend time in prayer and meditating on the scriptures.  It is vital that you give strict attention to your personal relationship with God. 
If you want your kids to act right and serve the Lord then you must “pay attention to detail,” teach them the word of God, discipline them with a Godly love.  It is your responsibility to raise them up. 
You must be active, you must be intentional, about being faithful to God.  Perhaps you want to do well but you forget. Thankfully we live in the day of smart phones in which we can easily create timers to remind ourselves to spend time with God daily.  
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
If we are strict with disciplining ourselves and staying awake spiritually, If we pay attention to the details of developing our spirituality we will then be able to easily recognize the thief before he attempts to steal from your life. 
The truth is that you don’t know when the Lord is coming back nor do you know when satan will attempt to steal from your life.  But the Lord is coming, and satan will come against you.
In John 10:10
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
Satan comes to steal your joy, peace, time, excitement about being one of God’s children, he wants to steal you away from wholesome fellowship which is found among other believers, he wants to kill the passion that you have for serving God, kill your faithfulness and commitment to God, kill the plans and dreams that God has placed in your heart.  He utterly wants to destroy your life. 
Jesus warns that if we are to catch the thief before he destroys our lives then we need to stay awake. 
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
Again, Jesus is emphasizing our responsibility to remain ready because He is promising to return.  Just a reminder that He is giving this instruction to his disciples, those who were the closest to Him.  Yet none of them lived long enough to experience the Lord’s return, we are still awaiting that glorious day.  But nonetheless they were to remain ready as if He were coming today. 
That is what faithfulness is all about, enduring to the end.  It is holding on to the faith even when it does not make sense.  Even through adversity, you are to keep pressing forward.  
Till the end you are to be cautious and aware of the enemy schemes so that you are not tripped up.  You are to be actively involved in keeping the strict discipline required for spiritual growth.  You are to pay attention to the details of walking in godliness.
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]So Jesus is saying that if a servant has been entrusted by his master to appoint food to His house hold and is found doing so when the Master returns then he shall be blessed, with an eternal reward, and he shall also be considered wise and faithful.  If you are found doing that which God has put before you then you too shall be blessed and considered wise and faithful. 
Though the world may think it is foolish to follow Christ, we know it to be the power of God.  
(1 Cor. 1:18) 
At the end of the age when we are standing before God, we will be proven to be wise for following Christ, while those in this life who profess themselves to be wise in their own eyes apart from Christ will be exposed as utter fools.  Only if we “Pay attention to the details.”
What does this mean for your life?
1. Pay attention to your personal devotion to God (prayer, fasting, worship, reading the word)
2. Pay attention to coming to the house of God
3. Pay attention to God’s calling upon your life (parent, employee, student)
4. Pay attention to living righteously 
5. Pay attention to stewarding that which God has given you
You must “Pay Attention to the Details” it is vital in overcoming the enemy
What pulls you away from God?
What pulls you away from being faithful to the house of God?
What is it that interferes with your personal devotion to God?
What robs you of your joy?
What hinders your witness for Him?
