Series: As For Me and My House
Title: Fill Your House
Recap: 
	We will serve the Lord
	Clean and keep on Cleaning your house
Now to give some context to our passage for today.  
Jesus constantly found himself in conflict with the Pharisees who were the religious leaders of the day.  They were always trying to find fault with Jesus.  In this same passage in Matthew 12
· they accuse His disciples of breaking the Sabbath, 	vs 1-8
· they take issue with Jesus healing on the Sabbath	vs 9-14
· When Jesus heals a man who was blind, mute and oppressed by the devil.  The pharisees accuse Jesus of working in conjunction with Beelzebub (devil) when He cast out the devil.  Vs 22-32
They attributed the miracles of driving out demons to the prince of demons, not the Messiah. Jesus struggled with the fact that his own people, the Jewish people, were rejecting him. They were Jews entrusted with the oracles of God, possessing the prophets and the law that all pointed towards the coming Messiah. Jesus was the Messiah they had rejected. They opposed the kingdom that He proclaims. 
	Romans 9:30-32
30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith;31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone,
They sought a righteousness based on their adherence to the law of Moses.  It is ironic that the blind eyes were opened to see Jesus and those who were supposed to have been enlightened to the truth regarding the Messiah remained spiritually blind. In His discourse with them He gives insight to the spiritual world.
Matthew 12:43-45
43 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but finds none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house empty, swept, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the first. So also, will it be with this evil generation.”
While it’s necessary to clean our houses “spiritually speaking” it is equally important to ensure that our houses are filled or occupied by the Holy Spirit.  For the enemy of our soul is relentless in his attacks against our lives.  He is restless and roams about seeking whom he may devour. 
The Bible teaches that there are demons, and Jesus here teaches us about them.  They are unclean spirits.  They are corrupt, wicked, vile.  They love what is evil, and they hate what is good.  While dwelling within a man they can steer his thoughts, drive his actions in some sense, possessing him as if he were his own.
Demons do occupy people, they also drive and tempt, and entice, and lure, and seduce, and persuade people to join them in uncleanness. What we learn from the scripture is that demons are restless.  When they have been evicted from a person they seek to find rest.  Meaning they seek another body to inhabit.  They are said to go to waterless places, places that cannot sustain life. 
Another example of this is in Matthew 8.  When Jesus approached a place called Gadarenes, two men possessed with demons who had occupied that area realized that their days were numbered for Jesus was sure to cast them out of the man. They begged permission from Jesus to go into the pigs.  So Jesus granted their wish, and they entered the pigs.  This caused the pigs to act erratically to the point in which they jumped off a cliff and drowned.  
But what we learn from this is that upon being cast out from one body they needed another body to inhabit.  In our text it says that the demons (unclean spirit) returns to the house from which it came.
Why does it return, because it seeks rest and has had success prior to being evicted. They move from one place to the next restlessly. They are looking for weakness, an opportune time to strike. They not only leave but they return.
But the important thing today is answering the question, “what will it find when it comes back?”
Will it find an empty, unoccupied house? Or will it find a house whose habitation is the Lord of Host? 
1. The Danger of an Empty Life: 
The parable underscores that an unclean spirit leaving a person’s life creates a void, an “empty house” that becomes vulnerable. The house is swept clean and put in order, it’s cleaned up, but there’s nothing inside—it’s unoccupied. 
A house (body) becomes unoccupied when that person hasn’t filled the void with God, so it remains empty. This emptiness is what makes him unoccupied.
Moral reformation, worldly accomplishments, and achievements can’t satisfy this emptiness. Only Christ can occupy and satisfy it.
These three verses in Matthew emphasize the danger of temporary spiritual cleansing without true repentance and the indwelling presence of God. Christianity isn’t just about self-improvement; it actively seeks the Holy Spirit to fill the inner life with God’s presence, love, and truth.  We need to be constantly filled. 
Sweeping away sin is insufficient; there’s a void on the inside of every human being, and this void must be filled with Christ’s Spirit. His Spirit brings about true, lasting transformation. If we’re not filled with His Spirit, we’ll succumb to a worse spiritual condition than before.
What we need is a genuine spiritual transformation, which only comes through a relationship with Christ. 
2. The Necessity of the Holy Spirit: 
This emptiness is not a neutral state but a dangerous one, as it leaves room for evil spirits to return with greater force, emphasizing the need for the Holy Spirit to dwell in a person's heart. 
Demons are relentless. They don’t give up easily.  They are not intimidated at all by moral reformation when you clean up yourself. 
The real issue is that when he returns, he finds the house unoccupied. There’s no power, no force to stop him if the Holy Spirit is not dwelling there. Though the house has been freed of demonic influence, but it’s also free of the Lord, it’s unoccupied. The Holy Spirit has not entered in, Christ is not Lord there. 
· The alcoholic goes to AA and stops drinking, 
· the drug addict stops using the drugs, 
· the user of internet pornography stops doing that, 
· the adulterer breaks off the relationship and stops his bad habits. 
· The spouse abuser reforms his ways. 
· The driven businessman, about to lose his family spends more time with his wife and children. 
· Cigarette smoker with early signs of emphysema quits cold turkey. 
· The glutton starts to eat better and exercise. 
· The guilty sinner, afraid of the consequences of his life, prays the prayer they tell him to pray, goes to the meetings they tell them to go to, 
But in all cases, there may be moral improvement but there is no true conversion because there is no indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  In such cases the demons come back and find the house cleaned but no real power to stop them.  Thus, they recruit even more powerful demons to join them in their endeavors.  The outcome is that the person is worst off.  
However, demons are powerless to stay if Christ commands them to “go.” Because Jesus’s word is powerful and demons must obey.  Every believer that has the Holy Spirit inhabiting them, has a power that is greater than the power of the evil one. 
1 John 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
Romans 8:9-11
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
Ephesians 3:16
16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
The Holy Spirit dwells within us, strengthens us, gives us life, brings freedom, transforms us.  This is completely opposite of what the unclean spirit does.  
Thus we must continually be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
The Jews who failed to see that Jesus was the Messiah went about it the wrong way.  They tried to bring about their own righteousness through adherence of the law.  They failed miserably.  They failed to see that Christ was their answer He was the Messiah who would become a perfect righteousness for all who would believe in Him. 
They may have made moral improvements to their life but there was no real transformation because there was no real habitation of the Holy Spirit. Habitation = Transformation
Matthew 23:27
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 
Transformation comes by Habitation of the Holy Spirit.
When a person believes in their heart and confesses with their mouth that Jesus is Lord, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside that person and true transformation begins.  
The transformation is real at that point because the Holy Spirit is a real person living on the inside, inhabiting the heart, bringing about real change. He begins to convict us of sin and guide us in truth.  He teaches us God’s word and gives us direction for our lives. 
Now when the ex-alcoholic is tempted to go back to the bottle there is a real, living, working power fighting on their behalf so that evil one will be defeated and not allowed to make your heart its habitation. 
John 14:26
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
If your heart is not occupied with the Holy Spirit, you’re going to be occupied with some other spirit.  If your time is not occupied doing good things, it will soon be occupied by doing bad things.
	Proverbs 16:27 (The Living Bible)
	27 Idle hands are the devil’s workshop; idle lips are his mouthpiece.
And that something else is sinful and destructive. We are meant to be occupied, devoted to the Lord’s work. We are most vulnerable to sin when we are idle, unoccupied with Christ kingdom.
3. Living a Spirit Filled Life
Ephesians 5:15-18
15-16 So be careful how you act; these are difficult days. Don’t be fools; be wise: make the most of every opportunity you have for doing good.17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but try to find out and do whatever the Lord wants you to. 18 Don’t drink too much wine, for many evils lie along that path; be filled instead with the Holy Spirit and controlled by him.
We must transcend the superficial rituals of religion and reject the notion of self-improvement as mere “sweeping and keeping tidy” for this an empty life. Instead, we must strive for a profound and Spirit-filled relationship with Christ. 
If Christ is our all in all, then He is everything that we need for godliness and a life of sanctification.  He vows to equip believers with the Holy Spirit so that we do not fight alone. 
What does it mean to life a Spirt filled life? 
The Bible says that being "full of the Spirit" means being under the controlling influence and power of the Holy Spirit, leading to actions like speaking with boldness, exhibiting joy, and living a life of righteousness. 
How to Be Filled with the Spirit?
This is not a one-time event, but a continuous experience achieved through faith, prayer, submission to God, and a daily surrender to His will, enabling believers to be led by God and live according to His commands.  Reading and Heeding God's Word: Filling your mind with God's Word and aligning your heart with His desires helps foster a deeper connection with the Spirit. 
Every day make the decision to walk in obedience to God. When you get up in the morning even throughout your day, ask the Father to fill you afresh with the Holy Spirit. Continually focus your eyes on the greater vision of revival and harvest. Be intentional about receiving impartation from others who are full of the Holy Spirit



Application for Today
· Recognize that a life that looks good on the outside without Christ’s Spirit living within us can be a deceptive spiritual danger. 
· Don't stop at temporary changes; actively seek the Holy Spirit to fill the inner life with God's presence, love, and truth. 
· Be alert to the reality of spiritual forces and pray for God's protection and guidance in your life and relationships. 
· Be a force for good in the world by spreading the gospel, acting as "salt and light" to restrain evil and bring people to Christ. 



