As for Me and My House Sermon Series
“I have to Defend it”
Story of how at the old building… (picture of hole in old building) 
and we didn’t really protect the house (because I am cheap) and at first that worked for us, but eventually toward the end over and over again we would get stolen into and ransacked and even ran into.
It’s interesting we could have declared together “As For Me and My House”
We could clean and keep on cleaning out things in week 2
We could have been filled and continued to be filled with the Holy Spirit in week 3
And still (though we had done all the things) there can be and will be an attack on our house.  It’s the nature of living in a broken and fallen world. 
We see this in the physical, 
But we must notice it in the spiritual as well.
We must know that it is coming, and we must prepare.
And who better to help us then Kevin from Home Alone…
This is MY HOUSE! I Have to defend it | Kevin sets traps up - Home Alone 4k Scene
Luke 4:1-15 (there are two accounts of this story)
Now understand Jesus’s house was clean.
He was baptized, and not only baptized but sinless.
In a desolate region often identified with the Judean desert near Jericho
Luke 3:21-22
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;[c] with you I am well pleased.”[d]
[bookmark: _Hlk211426534]Luke 4:1-15
4 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit (we can and should be full of the Spirit), 
returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit (we can and should be led by the spirit) 
in the wilderness (there will be wilderness seasons of a believers life) 
2 for forty days (a number symbolizing testing or preparation in Jewish tradition ex Moses on Mt Sinai, Elijah’s journey), being tempted by the devil (and we will be tempted by the devil.. 
And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. (thank you Luke “Captain Obvious,” but then looking deeper at that isn’t that how the devil comes at us, not with pitchforks and tails but often time when we have made the right decision, we are on the right path, beginning of our legacy.  The devil always wants to stop it before it starts. In this case Jesus’s public ministry.) 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 
And Jesus defends the attack with the Word of God!	
Ephesians 6:10-18
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 
5 And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” (oh how tempting this must have been, the easy route, the route that doesn’t require you to pick up your cross daily and in Jesus’s case to die on it! I am ok with cleaning and being full of the Holy Spirit but not the hard stuff. It was offering a prize without the process) 
8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, (I am going to defend my house, my purpose, my God given plan and the Word of God shows me how)
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God,
    and him only shall you serve.’”
9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, (and here satan become clever and uses the only thing with true power, the word of God and he twist it)
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    to guard you,’11 and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” (way to pull up Psalm 91 beside being well known and a part of Jewish reciting culture in general some scholars say this was used in protective rituals against the evil one and he pulled a little phrase from there)
12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
He fights twisted scripture with the totality of scripture. And though it would have been tempting to quit fighting and defending and in pure exhaustion He pulls out the Word Of God!
Daily “in” the word, so that in the Middle of the Battle “you have a” Word.
This is my House So I have to defend It.
13And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.

