Series: As For Me and My House
Title: We Will Replicate Our House
Recap
· We will serve the Lord
· We will clean and keep on cleaning
· We will be filled with the Holy Spirit
· We will defend our house
Today we will be talking about replicating our house.   (DSLD or Tara’s Crepe Myrtles)
The idea is to take what God has invested into you and to bring that about in someone else.  
· A music teacher replicates his/her self by teaching someone else music. 
· A carpenter learns the trade by watching someone else work with dexterity.
· Our children learn how to behave by watching our behavior.  
· A person who has committed to serve the Lord, has cleaned their life, is constantly filled with the Spirit, and stands guard of his/her home has a responsibility to teach others to do likewise. 
Where does this idea of replication come from? 
We could go all the way back to Genesis 1 after God creates man.
	Genesis 1:28
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
Fruitful – pārâ to bear fruit (simply put, make another person like yourself; replicate yourself)
Multiply -  rāḇâ to become many, become numerous, multiply (of people, animals, things)
So, part of this command to be fruitful and multiply was so that humans would not become extinct.  They were to produce more image bearers. That is people who are made in the image and likeness of God. 
Spiritually speaking the command is the same.  We are to produce a numerous amount of God-fearing believers on the earth.  
We see this command with the great commission
Replication Originates with the Great Commission
The Great commission is about making disciples of all nations. Notice that it is called the great commission and not the Great Suggestion or the Great Wish List. 
But a commission, is a formal granting of power to perform various acts or duties.  That is exactly what Jesus does before He ascends into the clouds. 
	Matthew 28:18-20
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
· All authority in heaven and on earth belongs to Jesus
· From that authority, He authorizes His disciples to go into all nations and make more disciples.
· These new converts were to be taught what Jesus had taught them
· This is to continue until the end of the age.  The end of the age has not yet happened so therefore the commission of Jesus’s disciples remains today. 
· You and I are His disciples who are commissioned with the task of going therefore and replicating that which has been produced in us to ensure that there will be believers till the end of the age. 
Replication Requires Sharing Your Faith
	A big part of replicating is sharing our faith (Video of young man sharing his faith)
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DCZqjJrSoI2/
We must be willing to open our mouths to advance the cause of Christ.  
Romans 10:14-15
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
The sending leads to preaching, which leads to hearing, which leads to believing.  
Do not say “I am not sent” but rather say “Lord send me, I’ll go.” 
You do not need a doctorate in theology to be able to declare your faith.  For there is a testimony on the inside of you.  There is something that God has done on the inside of you that is undeniable and cannot be learned in Bible seminary.  
How are you to be fruitful, multiply or replicate your faith without opening your mouth.  
But rather Peter says that we should always be ready 
1 Peter 3:15
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,
We honor Christ as we defend our faith in a gentle and respectful way. 
It’s ok if you don’t have all the answers. It’s ok with admitting “I do not know.”  Not knowing is not an excuse and could be the very thing which causes you to dive in deeper and grow in your spiritual walk. 
Replication is Achieved Through Discipleship
A big part of discipleship is imitating Christ yes but also imitating those who have done it well.  
Acts 16	 (Timothy Joins Paul)
Timothy went with Paul on his second missionary journey, joining him in Lystra. He continued to accompany Paul on parts of his third missionary journey and was a close companion and spiritual protégé for many years after.
In Paul’s letter to Timothy we find:
2 Timothy 3:10-14
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 
Paul commends Timothy for his continued unwavering service even amid persecution.  Paul had replicated himself into his spiritual son Timothy.  Timothy is said to have the same (back to Verse 10) as Paul.
Paul did life together with Timothy, so much to the point in which Timothy picked up the same traits that Paul had.  Paul had successfully “replicated his house.”
Timothy was not the only person whom Paul had replicated himself into.  He tells the church at Philippi: 
Philippians 4:9
9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
He tells the church at Corinth
1 Corinthians 11:1
1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
Paul was following Christ, meaning Christ had replicated himself into Paul.  Paul likewise then begins to replicate himself into these various churches. 
One might raise the objection that a copy of a copy is not as authentic as the original.  While that may true with pictures and documents.  However, the Holy Spirit and God’s unchanging Word ensures that the replication is authentic.  
Ephesians 4:4-7
4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
The fruit that the Holy Spirit produces in us is the same fruit that is produced in the hearts of new believers. So, that the end result of discipleship is true replication.  
Replication Takes Time (Fun Facts)
Fastest-maturing vertebrate: The African turquoise killifish matures in about two weeks in the wild. This allows them to reproduce before the temporary pools of water they live in disappear
After approximately 12 weeks the bald eagle will work its way out onto the branches near the nest. They'll learn to fly, but stay in the nearby area.
The average age for young people to move out of their parents' home is around 26 or 27 in the U.S.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Ephesians 4:11-14
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
The equipping of the saints and the building of the body of Christ is to continue until we mature to the measure of the fullness of Christ. That bar has been set very high.  
(Basketball Goal Illustration)
Reaching the fullness of Christ is the goal.  God does not lower the bar so that we can easily obtain it.  But rather through the process of sanctification and by the power of the Holy Spirit He causes us to rise to standard of Christ.  
To be clear, we are saved by grace and through faith alone this happens at the moment of salvation.  However, our maturing to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ is a lifelong process.  
The employee that finds his or her self at a new place of employment cannot be expected to know all the ins and outs of the company on the first day of the job.  One thing is certain they are employed, part of the company, with a commitment that they will get paid for their efforts.  
In a similar way the person who comes to faith in Jesus Christ is saved, a part of the family of God and will get inherit the kingdom of God not a result of our works but an act of God’s grace.  While waiting for that glorious day, we are in the process of sanctification.  
We are learning to become more like Christ each day.  The fruit of the spirit is becoming more evident in our lives the closer that we walk with Jesus. We are maturing to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
We obtain this through mimicking Christ through the examples of those in our sphere of influence who live godly lives.  We follow so that we can replicate it as well.   
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