Series: As For Me and My House
Title: We Will Serve the Lord
1560-1450 BC	(He died at the age of 110)
Joshua was one of the twelve spies that Moses had sent out to spy the promised land.  It was Joshua and Caleb alone who brought back a good report.  Unfortunately, their good report was swallowed up by the negative reports of the other ten spies.  
Therefore, the Israelites would endure 40 years of wandering in the wilderness for their unbelief.  
But when the time came for the Israelites to enter the promised land, it was Joshua who would lead them in through valiant conquest.  
One such victory took place by supernatural intervention, for there had arisen against the Israelites 5 Amorite kings.  Joshua prays a bodacious prayer when he asked God to cause the sun and the moon to stand still so that he could finish the battle in daylight.  God grants his request and this brought about a great victory for Joshua and the Israelites. 
His name means “Jehovah is salvation.”
At the end of His life, at a time when Israel had rest from their enemies, Joshua addresses the people of Israel reminding them of God’s faithfulness to them and charging them to be faithful to the Lord. 
One of his famous lines that has been heralded to believers throughout generations is found in the book of Joshua.  We will base our entire series this month off of this one verse.  But let’s first look at it in context. 
Joshua 24:14-15
14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
It would seem unnecessary to have such a charge after all that God had done for the Israelites.  Of course they would serve Him. Right? Look at all that He has done for them.  
But Joshua knew that the temptation to serve other gods would be a real stumbling block to the Israelites.  For though they were God’s chosen people their natural proclivity was to walk in rebellion to God’s ways, as history would soon prove. 
During Joshua’s time the land of Canaan was divided up according to their tribes. When we think of tribes of Israel we can begin with the original twelve sons of Jacob (whose name was changed to Israel)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The tribes' names were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin. 
However, following the Exodus from Egypt, the tribe of Levi was set apart as priests without a tribal land inheritance. 
Also, the tribe of Joseph was divided into two separate tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh, to account for his two sons. 
When Joshua died there was still much more land to be conquered.  Just to remind ourselves of why God allowed one nation Israel to conquer all the surrounding nations in the land of Canaan.  The inhabitants of the land were very wicked, and the Lord was using Israel to drive them out of that land and to bring His own special possession into that land to inhabit. 
However, half of the tribes of Israel failed to conquer what was theirs for the taking. 
Judges 1
21 But the people of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem, so the Jebusites have lived with the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.
29 And Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites lived in Gezer among them.
30 Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, or the inhabitants of Nahalol, so the Canaanites lived among them, but became subject to forced labor.
31 Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco, or the inhabitants of Sidon or of Ahlab or of Achzib or of Helbah or of Aphik or of Rehob,32 so the Asherites lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land, for they did not drive them out.
33 Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, or the inhabitants of Beth-anath, so they lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. 
34 The Amorites pressed the people of Dan back into the hill country, for they did not allow them to come down to the plain. 
The reason this is important is because these unconquered nations would become a snare to the Israelites.  For the Israelites would be tempted to serve these foreign gods of these nations. 

Judges 2:1-3
1 Now the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this you have done? 3 So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.” 
Now we can see why Joshua said what he said.  Though they were God’s chosen people, 
· they failed to drive out the remaining Canaanites who dwelt in the land, 
· they made covenants with these people, 
· they allowed their altars along with pagan worship to exist, 
· they did not obey the voice of the Lord. 
· their gods became a snare to them. 
Because of Israel’s failure to fully conquer these Canaanite nations they would not only be tempted to worship these false gods, but this would also ultimately lead to their demise. 
What great foresight Joshua had to warn the Israelites to live righteously before God.  
“Choose this day whom you will serve.”
God has given us free will and He desires that we would freely choose Him.  But we can only choose Him if He first chooses us. As we are reading in Romans.  Meaning if we are God’ elect then our free will is mightily influenced God’s Sovereign will to save us. 
Many of the Israelites chose poorly.  Many of them were led astray and worshipped other gods.  Their rebellion would lead to their Babylonian Exile. 
Consider the times that we live in today.  
In many ways we are no different than those tribes of Israel.  If you are a believer, then you have been adopted into God’s family.  You belong to Him.  
But at the same time, we live in a world that is broken.  A world in which all creation is longing to be delivered from the curse of sin and death. 
We can look around us and see that satan and his demons are at work.  
· Count: Between 1999 and April 2024, the K–12 School Shooting Database logged 133 active shooter incidents, defined as attacks where the shooter killed or wounded victims on campus. 
· FBI agencies have reported 11,679 hate crime incidents involving 14,243 victims for calendar year 2024.
· Wars: As of late 2025, active wars and major conflicts include the 
· Russo-Ukrainian War, 
· the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
· the Sudanese Civil War,
· the Myanmar Civil War, 
· ongoing conflicts in Syria and the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
· the Mexican Drug War, 
· the India-Pakistan conflict, 
· and escalating tensions between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon
· Additionally, there is a constant spiritual war going on between God’s people and the enemy of their souls. 
Like the Israelites we find ourselves surrounded by pagan influences every which way we turn.  
· There is the constant bombardment to satisfy our fleshly desires, 
· the relentless assault upon our spiritual eyes, 
· and the abominable attacks of pride upon the lives of every believer.  
Satan is at work doing his best to steal, kill and destroy knowing that his days are numbered. 
However, though you live in this world you do not belong to this world. 
	John 17:14-16
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
Will we rise like Joshua and declare:
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
· I know my God and who it is that I serve.  (regardless of the opposition)
· I know that He is more than able to keep me from the evil one. 
I don’t know what you will do, but as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. You can be sure that you will suffer a level of persecution when you decide to be a person of such character. 
For a person that serves the Lord walks in opposition to the ways of this world. You will stand out.  
· They will not understand you when you forgive your enemies.  (Erika Kirk)
· They will think you are foolish in honoring God by staying sexually pure till marriage.
· They will scorn you for valuing marriage between a man and a woman.
· They will not comprehend why you take your family to the house of the Lord every week.  
· They will call you narrow minded when you stand up for biblical principles, while they all bow down to the ideals of this world. 
But as for me and my house!
There is a future promise that is laid up for every believer.  This promise includes a place. This is a place that Jesus is preparing for His children. You can say it is the promised land. 
Why must we live lives that are so counter-cultural? This is not our home.  
	John 14:1-3
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
The Israelites had a promised land, but we have been promised a place that is far better. 
The Israelites had a great leader named Joshua who led them to the promised land.  We have a better leader, who is also our redeemer, He is the risen Lord, He is our sanctifier, righteousness.  His name is Jesus.  Through Jesus we have access to the father. Because of His promises towards us we can say with hope and even with tears
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
There are at least four ways in Joshua 24:14 that show how we can practically live this out. 
14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
Fear the Lord – (yārē') reverent awe and worshipful respect. This "godly fear" involves recognizing God's supremacy, giving Him undivided attention, and living in obedience and loyalty to His laws and will. Fear God not man.                                                                Matthew 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
If you and your house fears God in this way, then you will live differently.  
Serve Him in Sincerity – 
Sincerity (tāmîm) substantive what is complete, entirely in accord with truth and fact:
Don’t just give God lip service.  Don’t just honor God with your mouth but with all your being.  Be sincere in your worship. Be sincere in your praying. Be sincere in your faith. 
Matthew 22:37
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
Serve Him in Faithfulness
Faithfulness is a core characteristic of God's nature, demonstrating His consistent and reliable devotion to His promises and purposes. 

For believers, faithfulness involves steadfast loyalty, commitment, and consistent action rooted in the revealed will of God. 

We must develop a lifestyle of serving God. Believers demonstrate faithfulness by trusting God and His revealed will. 
Put away false gods
While you might not bow down and worship a physical image, modern-day "gods" are often not deities, but rather modern objects of obsession or distraction. 
Religious trends in 2025 show that many people are shifting away from traditional biblical views toward more individualized spiritualities and modern-day forms of idolatry. 
Globally, the fastest-growing faith segment is the "Nones"—people who do not affiliate with any religion. Many are pursuing their own self-directed spiritual paths.
Many Americans are reimagining the divine as a more accepting and less demanding higher power that conforms to their personal preferences.
Social media: Engagement, followers, and likes on social media are described as new forms of idolatry, placing excessive importance on online status and validation.
Consumerism: Material possessions and the pursuit of status symbols like a blue checkmark on social media are also cited as modern forms of worship.
If we find our identity, validation or our worth in anything other than God then that is an idol.
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
