Go Get You Some New Clothes!

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.  Psalm 19:14

I love food shopping, often I will go to New Orleans and visit every ethnic food store in the city.   I will come back with tons of things to feed my family with and cook with, curries, Mediterranean, sushi, noodles, Thai, Mexican, sauces.  
I love it.  It is my hobby.  I just found this Israeli supermarket in New Orleans, its fabulous, they make their own pita. It’s just wonderful…I can go on and on and on.

But I hate (very much dislike) clothes shopping, I find it to be so tedious, overwhelming, and time consuming, and exhausting, and I never can find what looks so good on y’all, and I don’t care for it and on and on. If we do a family outing or celebrate birthdays (and since my son’s birthday falls on my birthday) we will to go to TJ Max or Marshalls and the mall in New Orleans, and it just exhaust me.  

It’s not that I don’t like new clothes, I do, I even have blow money saved from months and months of saving that I could use it on new clothes, its just that I don’t want to.  (I am always going to use even my blow money on vacations.) And the other day my dad walked into church and he literally had on a shirt from a teen camp that he attended that was over 20 years old and shorts probably from about the same time period.  

And I chuckled to myself because I thought that is where I got it from.  Cause he could totally get new clothes, he can afford new clothes, he has all the time in the world to get new clothes, and he chooses not to. (clearly it was inherited.) 

Nicky Gummel in the Bible Reading Plan that we are reading together as a church said this “I hate getting rid of things – especially clothes to which I am attached.  They feel like old friends.”

When you come into a relationship with God through Jesus, the old clothes have to go and you need a new set of clothes for your heart and mind.

We have talked about this right in the last couple of weeks…

Get Rid of your stinking thinking…setting your mind on things above in Colossians 3 and in Philippians 4 whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  YOUR MIND.

Let what you say please God… “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight.” YOUR HEART.

And this week you have my permission (if your budget affords) spiritually to “Go get yourself some new clothes!!” YOUR ACTIONS

Colossians 3:1-14
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above (these things are not going to come naturally to us but we have to look for them because we are in Christ), where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you (old self, fleshly nature, old clothes and then he starts a list of things. The youth pastor I trained under in Texas and he really taught me how to read and understand the bible and first he had me read and study every prayer of Paul’s and then every sin list.)[b] sexual immorality, impurity, passion (lust), evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. (He doesn’t hold back he comes with the big stuff first and then adds the word covetousness, I think at times we think idolatry was in the Old Testament, they worship little gods, but we can make little gods out of anything can’t we in this case it was covetousness, wanting something or position or place in life that was not yours, not being contenet.  Paul is saying these are old clothes, your fleshly way) 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice (you do something with evil intent), slander (talking about people), and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self[d] with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,[e] free; but Christ is all, and in all.
9-11 You’re done with that old life. It’s like a filthy set of ill-fitting clothes you’ve stripped off and put in the fire. Now you’re dressed in a new wardrobe. Every item of your new way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with his label on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete. (and the old classifications) Words like Jewish and non-Jewish, religious and irreligious, insider and outsider, uncivilized and uncouth, slave and free, mean nothing. From now on everyone is defined by Christ, everyone is included in Christ.
In Christ there is no racial barrier (no Greek of Jew)
No religious barrier (circumcised or uncircumcised)
No national barrier (Barbarian, Scythian)
And no class barrier (slave or free)
But Christ is all, and in all
All of this old is now done away with, but if we just get rid of the old that does us no good, you don’t just get rid of all your old clothes, you have to get NEW ONES!  
Remember even Jesus alludes to this in His teachings in Matthew 12:43-45. In the passage, an evil spirit is expelled from a person and seeks out an unsuspecting soul to possess. When it can't find anyone, it returns to its old haunt, which it finds to be clean and empty. The spirit then recruits seven other evil spirits to move in, leaving the person worse off than before. 
You can’t leave something empty because then that which is old will try to move back in.  Think of it from the clothes perspective.
	If I don’t get rid of it my tendency is to go back to it.
	It’s why we go back to that t shirt or sweater we wear over and over again.
	It’s my tendency. It’s easy. Its comfortable. 
	Anger, malice, slander, sexual impurity, its in my family. I’m comfortable.
	I would have to get rid of it.
But not just get rid of it, exchange it for something else. 
(Give out free Hope Community Shirts) (and here is the shirts to put on)
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
Looks a lot like the fruit of the Spirit that we heard about a couple of weeks ago. It’s our new clothes yall!!  Kindness (I don’t like kindness I rather lust, patience (I might have to break that one in) bearing with one another, forgiving and so on. 
14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
One word sums of the new set of clothes:  LOVE.  
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  Love is not just an emotion; its an action.  It is something that you “put on.”  As you put on your physical clothes so you are to put on love.  
This is the beauty of the Christian Community - Christ brings about radical change in your relationships, The way Christians relate is very different from the world and should be so attractive.  
12-14 So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it.
















