Connect with God
Have you noticed the more time you spend with people the more you understand their dialect and what they are really saying?  But it is not always the case when you talk to a stranger.  You don’t necessarily know where they are coming from, you don’t know their back story, nor do you know their intents.  So, it is easy to misunderstand what a stranger is speaking.
Two instances happened to me recently, (A/C guy & grandfather (Lawrence Flue)) These misunderstandings took place because I have never connected with these guys before.  I did not know them, nor did I recognize their voice.   Had I previously spent time with these guys I would have learned who they are, I would have known where they are coming from more importantly, I would have understood their reasoning for coming.  
The word connect means to become joined. 
One of the first connections that we must establish in our lives is our connection with God.  The more that we connect with God the easier it will be to recognize His voice when He speaks into our lives. As we connect more frequently with God, we will begin to learn what His heart beats for and what He is against.   
Sin entered the world through one-man Adam, since then there has been this dividing wall which keeps us from wholesome communion with God.  Sin separates us from God. Sin has been passed on from generation to generation.  We have all been born with this sinful nature which opposes God.  It strives to do its own thing, yet we must learn to bring it into submission to the obedience of Christ daily.  Consequently, we are all separated by God because of our sin. 
The idea about connecting with God is that He initiated the connection.  He made a bridge for man to be reconciled back into a right relationship with Him through His Son Jesus by dying on the cross for the sins of mankind. As a result of the finished work of Christ on the cross, we can connect with God through several different ways, through prayer, mediation of His Word, Worship, giving thanks, through fasting and even through our work.  As believers we can connect with God in every aspect of life.  
Colossians 1:16b
All things were created through Him and for Him. 
You can connect with God as you weld in the shipyard, knowing that you’re not welding for man, your welding for God.  Your using the talents that He has given you to fulfill part of His plan for your life at this moment in time. So, if you are working to the Lord, as though the Lord is your boss, then you are not only connecting two pieces of metal together, you are also connecting with God.  He becomes your foreman. 
The more that we connect with God whether through our work or through prayer, the more we become like Him and less like the world.  Which in turn makes us better employees, students, citizens, children, parents, spouses etc…  Your life radically improves as you connect with God.
· So, what does it mean to connect with God?
As I mentioned there are several ways to connect with God, but one of the greatest ways that we can connect with God is through prayer.  Prayer is basically having a conversation with God. 
Good conversation includes both speaking and listening.  To experience the fulness of this connection you should first:
Connect with God Through Quiet Time
Matthew 6:6
6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
We are bombarded with distractions from every direction.   We have so many things that are competing for our attention.  Jesus teaches us to go into your room and shut the door.  So that it is just you and God.  
Though it is not wrong to pray corporately with other believers, we see in the book of Acts that 120 people gathered to pray.  Jesus even instituted corporate prayer.  
Matthew 18:20
20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”
Corporate prayer should be an overflow of what is happening in your personal prayer life.
 It is necessary to pray together as a church, but it is equally as important to find time in which you put aside all distractions, quiet your heart and get alone with God.  
Jesus often escaped to a mountain where He could get away from the crowds and the noise of life to be with His Heavenly father.  The idea is that you should dedicate a place and time which is free from distractions to get alone with God. 
He wants to connect with us not just on corporate level but also on an individual level.  
We are to shut the door; this is not only the door to a physical room but shut the door to any thoughts that would try to occupy your mind during your time alone with God.  
These thoughts may be pertaining to the business of the work week, or overwhelming circumstances that are beyond your control, or thoughts regarding your family life etc… These thoughts can wait, they should be quieted during your time with the Lord.  
Fight to focus on God honoring prayer which is prayer that is birthed from His Spirit.
Colossians 3:2
 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
As we quiet our hearts before God, we will be able to obtain God’s guidance.  He will give us the right perspective on our greatest problems.  He will show us His will regarding certain areas of our lives, and He will show us what is and what is not pleasing unto Him. 
The other powerful thing that Jesus teaches in Matthew 6, is not only should we quiet our heart and find a place of no distractions, but that we should pray.
6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father
Connect with God Through Prayer
(Story of eyebrow lift)
Meaning our connection with God doesn’t happen by some telepathic process.  Certainly, God knows your thoughts as we see in vs 8 
8 … your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
Nonetheless Jesus instructs us to pray and to pray to our Father.  We must open our mouths and speak.  For the most part I know the basic needs of my children even before they ask. 
For example, when they just wake up and go to the pantry, I know that they are hungry.  Normally they will look at me and ask for help to either reach something or to pour something for them.  Even though I know they will ask the question, I do not move until they ask for it.  Will they ask me for help, or will they try to do it on their own and make a giant mess in the process?
Though your heavenly Father knows what you have need of before you even ask, 
Proverbs 15:8
…the prayer of the upright is His delight.
He delights to hear His children pray to Him. Our prayers are not a burden to Him but a delight.  
Just as my children can talk to me and tell me about their lives and even ask of me certain favors, our Heavenly Father is a better Father than I could ever be, and He desires to connect with His Children.  
He is concerned with the details of our lives.  He too is wanting to see if we will connect with Him to get what we need, (our daily bread) or will we try to fix our lives on our own strength. 
Jesus says to pray to your Father.  He is your Father if you are His child, You are a child of God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 3:26
26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons (and daughters) of God, through faith.
As a child of God, you can call Him your Father, even if you did not have the best example of an earthly father.  It does not matter, nor does it change His love for you. 
Hebrews 4:16
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
The reason you can come boldly to the throne of Grace is because of Jesus Christ.  Because of your faith in Christ you have been adopted into the family of God.  Which makes God your heavenly Father. 
 If He is your Father that means you are His child.  Just as my kids have access to me You have access to your Heavenly Father. 
Perhaps there is still some hesitancy when it comes to praying.  You may feel like you don’t know what to say or how to say it.  Here is an easy acronym to remember when connecting with God. 
A	Adoration-praise God for who He is and for what He is doing in your life
C	Confession- confess your sins and ask for forgiveness
T	Thanksgiving- begin to thank Him 
S	Supplication- Ask your request
James 4:8
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
He is wanting to connect with you, are you willing to seek after Him?
You must pray to your Heavenly Father.  It is not to be an obligation but a time in which you can connect with God.  It should be the delight of every believer to spend time with their heavenly Father.
The last part of the verse in Matthew 6:6 is 
6b And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. (Openly in KJV)
God Connects to You Through a Rewarding Relationship
This is talking about the Father’s response to His children.  In exchange for quieting your heart, and praying to your father in secret, He will reward you through your relationship with Him.   
Reward means (compensation) 
Ex. You work; therefore, you get a paycheck.  You pray and connect with God therefore you get rewarded.  Not because you deserve it but because God is gracious.  You get rewarded just for simply delighting in God. 
Kind of like going to my parents on Sundays. Every Sunday they cook a huge meal to feed the entire family and we are welcomed to eat as much as we want and even take home some leftovers.  They never require anything from us, only our fellowship.  It is their delight to simply have us there.   
I get all these rewards of eating this great food and feeding my kids for free, not because of what I can do for them but simply because of my relationship as their son. 
This has helped me to further understand the love of God for us.  He too takes great delight in us when we are willing to delight in Him.  He connects with us through a rewarding relationship.
Because of our position as sons and daughters of God, He gives us unmerited rewards.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]One-way God connects with you is by rewarding you with an answered prayer.  Though He may not answer every prayer in this life, but certainly in the life to come every prayer that was birthed from His spirit will be answered.  
I’ve seen many times where God answered the prayers of a new believer to convince them of His goodness. Maybe it was finding a job, healing in a body, or providing for a need.  He rewarded them with an answer to their prayer as they quieted their mind, shut the door, and prayed to their Heavenly Father.  When the Lord answers the prayers of the righteous it is credited to them as an outward reward for all of man to see.  It is a stamp of God’s approval over their lives. 
Even if you do not see the answer to your prayer, you still win because you were in the secret place and that is where the Father is. He is our greatest reward.  If we have Him then we have all that we need for righteous living.
Another way God connects to us is through His written word.  He will reward you with a much-needed scripture to get you through whatever it is that you are currently facing.  Or perhaps He will lead you to a scripture that deals with your issues.  This too should be considered a great reward as He is attempting to spare you from destruction.
A third way that God connects to us is by extending His favor upon our lives.  We get what we do not deserve.  Things fall into place that would not normally do so on their own.  God uses other people to be a much-needed blessing at our time of crisis.  We get the promotion or the raise when others don’t.
But notice the reward comes in response to obedience to do what the Lord Jesus instructed us to do.  
Our greatest calling is to go to the secret place and connect with God, so that we are completely satisfied and delighted by Him.  We should not do it out of obligation but as a means of satisfaction. 
Many Christians are guilty of going through their everyday lives and forgetting to conncect with God.  We don’t do it on purpose, we just get so occupied in our daily lives that we lose sight, we forget that we must go to that secret place and connect with God. 
We must commit to a regular time that we set apart each day to quiet our minds and pray to our father. Through that connection we will grow spiritually and will reap the rewards for walking in obedience to what Christ has called us to do. 
If you don’t feel connected to God if you don’t feel like God hears you when you pray, ask yourself are you making a conscious effort to quiet your thoughts each day and are you praying to your Heavenly Father.  Is He your Heavenly father?
If we connect with Christ daily through personal devotion, then it will become easier to be mindful of His existence and nearness in our lives.  We will recognize His voice when He is speaking, we will reap the rewards that are found in knowing God.  
Connect with God Through Quiet Time, Connect with God Through prayer in return God Connects  to you Through a Reward Relationship.
