Connecting with Others to Serve
When Jesus was asked “what is the greatest commandment,” He responded accordingly:
Matthew 22:37-40
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
The first and foremost commandment was to love the Lord your God with everything that is within us heart, soul and mind.  That must be our main priority.  
But loving God was not the only thing we were commanded to do.  We must also love others as we love ourselves.  The only way we can properly love others is through an overflow of God’s love in us.  Because we love God, we then can reciprocate His love to others. 
1 John 4:7
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
We must first love God and have His love on the inside of us so that we can then love others. 
· How do we give His love to others?
Matthew 20:26
 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.
Servant-one who advances the interests of others even at the sacrifice of their own.
Anyone who is a parent knows what it is to put aside your own interest or to sacrifice for your kids.  You do it because you love them. 
In order to love others, the way that Christ commanded us to, we must lay down our selfish interest and serve the needs of others. 
But we must first understand that serving others does not save you.
Serve…Because of Salvation Not for Salvation
Romans 3:20
Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
When Paul uses the word deeds right here, he is talking about an act, thing done: the idea of working.
He says that no one will be justified (righteous or in right standing with God) by doing good deeds.  We are only justified through Faith 

Romans 3:28
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 
Romans 5:1
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
This is an important foundational truth to establish in your life before you go and serve others.  We are not saved by doing great works of service, rather we do great works of service because we are saved and we love God and we want to glorify Him. 
If we are not careful, we can become so focused on serving the needs of others, or serving in the church, and we neglect our relationship with God. At that point we simply become humanitarians trying to good in the earth apart from God. He must be our first love.  
In my earlier years I have personally been guilty of being busy serving in the church while neglecting my walk with the Lord.  Consequently, during that time I fell into sin, but would try to cover that sin with good works.  My work was no substitute for His redemption.
Make no mistake, while it is good to serve others, that alone does not justify you before a Holy and Righteous God.  Serving does not save you, it does not take the place of loving God nor does it excuse sinful behavior.  
Now that we have this fundamental truth let’s examine our responsibilities to serve one another. 
1 Peter 4:7-11
7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore, be serious and watchful in your prayers. 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 
A few things stand out in this verse:
Peter is calling attention to the fact that we need to have fervent love for one another. 
Fervent- Stretched out, (getting out of your comfort zone) being intentional, sincere.  When we walk in this type of love, we are covering the sins of others.  We are to walk in this type of love without grumbling. 
10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Serve to Bring God Glory
God has given different abilities to each of us.  To some He has given the gift to speak the Word of God into those around them.  To others he has given them abilities to minister at a different capacity. 
Minister- to attend to anything, that may serve another's interests
You might have the ability to clean things well, or to build things, invent things, manage things or design things, or teach things, listen to people, or encourage people, etc…
Our abilities are not ours but have been entrusted to us by God to steward over.  These abilities are to be used to minister to the needs of others. With the sole purpose of bringing God glory as we serve. 
In addition, we get the strength and joy that we need to serve others through loving and delighting in God.  By serving others we show our love for God. 
Matthew 25:40
 ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
In addition to bringing God glory, serving others will bring a positive impact on our lives.  God Responds to Your Needs as You Respond to The Needs of Others
Serve…and God Responds
To illustrate this point, we will look at a familiar passage of scripture:
In this story Jesus was trying to find a place to be alone with his disciples, but when He had seen the multitudes seeking to hear from Him, He was moved with compassion and began to teach them and did so until the late hours of the day.
The disciples were wanting Jesus to send the crowds away, so that they could find something to eat.  But Jesus tells his disciples to feed the multitude. 
Mark 6:39-44
39 Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. 41 And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all. 42 So they all ate and were filled. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish. 44 Now those who had eaten the loaves were about five thousand men.
It was the duty of the disciples to take the food and distribute to the multitude.  Keep in mind there are five thousand men not including women and children and there were twelve disciples.  That means if each disciple distributed an equal share of bread and fish then they would serve at least 416 men not counting women and children.  
But it was their responsibility to use their abilities to serve the multitude.  After it was all said and done, there were 12 baskets full of leftover fish and bread one for each disciple. 
As they served the needs of others, God provided for their needs as well. 
Hebrews 6:10
For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
God is just and He sees every time that you serve the needs of others.  He also knows your motives of your service.  When your service is done with a pure heart to bring glory to Him, He sees it and He rewards it.
Serve to Be Christ Like
Notice in our story of the 5 loaves  and two fish, that despite the fact Jesus was looking to get away from the crowds to spend some personal time with His disciples, that He instead felt compassion for the multitude and began to teach them.  He laid aside His wants for the good of the multitude. 
Also look at the fact that He did not take a basket of fish or bread for Himself.  There were only twelve baskets left over and twelve disciples.  If they each received one basket, then that did not leave any for Himself.  (However, He is the bread of life.)
This is what serving is all about.  It’s hard to lay aside your agenda and your wants for the good of someone else.  But time and time again Jesus showed us through his selfless example that He:
Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
We serve to be like Christ.  He willingly laid down His life so that we could have life
At Hope Community 
We have several ways that you can connect to others for the purpose of serving. 
Hope Feeds the Soul- Which is geared toward reaching the homeless.  Mrs. Grace oversees that ministry and she will be having a meeting next Sunday March 1 here at the church @9:30 before church if you are interested in being a part.
In addition to the meeting, they will be putting together care packages during Ministry Sunday.  So, if dancing to baby shark is not your thing then you can certainly come and be a part of that serving ministry every first Sunday of the month. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cooking Ministry- In house cooking ministry for people within our church who are either sick or shut in.  Mr. Glynn and Mrs. Lena oversee that ministry, connect with them to see how you can serve in that ministry and connect with others. 
Hope Treasures- Come serve at our thrift store and connect with other people from the community.
Hope Extreme- Come serve as a tutor at our after-school program and connect with kids on an educational level. 
Hope Kids- Volunteer as a children’s church worker or nursery worker and connect with kids on a spiritual level. 
Men’s Workday- Come and connect with other men as we do some much-needed work around here. 2/29/2019 from 10:00-12:00 
Besides these, look for ways in your personal life in which you connect to others and serve. 
