Everything Changes with an Encounter
(story or object lesson)
Jesus, the Great Physician, has the power to heal us from every sin, every weakness, every failure, every illness and every evil ever committed against us. And he promises this healing to everyone who believes in him
Mark 5:25–34
25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 
· Has anyone been there before?  
· Does anyone know what its like to go to physician after physician for an answer to your problem, only to experience your condition get worse? 
· Does anyone know what its like to spend a fortune on doctors who give you hope of getting better, yet still you are not better after having exhausted a tremendous amount of resources?
· Or perhaps you might be in good health, but you have experienced car trouble of some sort and you have brought your automobile to mechanic after mechanic trying to fix your problem, but the problem returns? 
In either case it is frustrating when you spend so much money to fix the problem and the problem remains.  So, it was for this woman with an issue of blood.
She had a condition of excess bleeding that was beyond the monthly cycle that most women experience. She had this condition for twelve years. 
Right before this encounter Jesus encountered a man named Jairus who had a daughter that was 12 years old who was about to die. 
The number 12 appears 187 times in the bible and it is a number that represents faith, purpose, completion and divine rule.  For example, the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 disciples of Jesus they had faith they had purpose, they were a complete group, it was a number which God would use to establish his rule and reign on the earth.  
Even when Judas betrayed Jesus and then later killed himself, the apostles thought it necessary to replace Judas with someone who had been with them since the beginning.  They chose Matthias to replace Judas and by doing so made the group complete again.
So, when you think 12, think faith, purpose, completeness or wholeness.  
Now in our story today the number 12 is not initially associated with completeness but depravity in two individuals in which the twelve-year-old child who is about to die and the woman who has had an issue of blood for twelve years.  
You can say her situation seemed anything but purposeful or complete. She was desperate.  She was broke, busted and disgusted.   
But what seems like depravity to us, is opportunity for completeness and wholeness with Him. 
27 She had heard the reports about Jesus
For her to hear the reports about Jesus there must have been someone telling about what Jesus had done.   The way this world will hear about Jesus, is by those who have been changed by Him begin to give others a report on what the Lord has done in their lives. 
Romans 10:17
So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
27b and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.” 
For most other encounters with Jesus, people would make known their situation to Him and it was done according to their faith. 
For example, when Bartimaeus who was born blind, heard that Jesus was coming to town he begins to yell at the top of his lungs “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Mark 10:51
51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”
Luke 17:13
Even the 10 lepers began to cry out “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” Lepers were to be put outside of the camp and were to yell unclean to anyone who passed by, but these guys were desperate. So, they first got the attention of Jesus before they received their miracle. 
This woman that we are reading about today has a totally different approach to Jesus. 
There was some shame in begging and being totally reliant upon others, there was shame being a leper and having to live a life separated from society, but there was an even greater shame in being a woman and having to admit in front of a bunch of men that she had an issue of blood. 
According to the old testament laws, she was considered unclean and everything she touched was also unclean.  
Leviticus 15:19
19 “When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening. 20 And everything on which she lies during her menstrual impurity shall be unclean. Everything also on which she sits shall be unclean. 21 And whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.
So according to the law of Moses, this woman was unclean and for her to press through the crowd would make everything and everyone she touched unclean.  Yet she was willing to take the risks.
Desperate situations call for desperate measures of faith. All pride goes out of the window if you get desperate enough.  If you get desperate enough you will not care what other people think about you, you will do whatever it takes to get your miracle. 
Her plan to touch the Hem of Jesus’s garment was an attempt to get her miracle secretly without anyone knowing her condition for she was too embarrassed to make a formal petition to the master. 
But watch what happens when an impure person encounters a pure and holy God. 
29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 
· When doctors touched her, she remained the same, 
· When she touched others according to the law, they were made unclean,
· But when she touched Jesus, she became clean and she was healed of her disease.
Her shame had been wiped away.  Her sorrow was turned to joy. She became complete, she was made whole.  The number 12 held true in representing faith purpose and completeness. 
The kingdom of God was established in her heart that day.  
30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 
The power that had left Jesus was the power to heal.  When power had gone out from him, He knew exactly who the recipient of that power was, as He is all knowing. There’s no secret hidden from Him.  Whether secret sin, secret illness, or even secret faith all are known to Him. 
But rather He asked the question “Who touched my garment?” so that the woman would have an opportunity to acknowledge the miracle and give glory to God. 
The disciples were oblivious to the fact that this woman had just been healed.  They are looking at the situation with a humanistic perspective.  They should have known by now that Jesus was intentional in everything He did or said.  If He said a particular thing it was for a reason.  Instead of seeking out the reason Jesus asked such a question, they automatically assumed it was the wrong question to ask. But Jesus ignored their ignorance, He does not even acknowledge them. 
32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 
He was not looking to reprimand this woman but rather to commend her for her faith.  He knew that her uncleanness could not make Him unclean, but rather His righteousness had made her whole. Because that is what happens when we encounter Him.
He being righteous, takes away our unrighteousness, He being pure takes away our impurities, He being whole and complete takes away our incompleteness.  Everything that we’re not, He is.  
Everything changes with an Encounter with Christ. 
33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 
There is such a freedom that comes to our lives when we humble ourselves at the feet of Jesus and confess to him “this is who we are.”  I’m not running from it anymore, I’m not pretending anymore, I am tired of the secrets, this is me.  You are my master and I submit to you as a servant. 
We need not be afraid or embarrassed to tell of the work that Christ has done in us.  Because our testimonies not only bring glory to God, but also encourage the faith of those around us.  
This must have been an encouragement to Jairus as he was leading Jesus to his home to heal his 12-yr. old daughter. Perhaps his faith began to arise after hearing the report of this woman so that he too would believe that God would do the same for him.
But how would those around her have known such a miracle had taken place had not Jesus asked, “Who touched my garments?”
This woman’s encounter with Jesus was not for her benefit alone, but for all those who were following Jesus to Jairus house.  I believe it was for Jairus as well. 
34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
To show that He was not angry with her, He calls her daughter.  
Daughter- a daughter of God, acceptable to God, one who rejoices in God's peculiar care and protection
There was no need for her to fear for her life as Jesus considered her a daughter of God.  She was acceptable to ‘God, she was to rejoice in God’s protection and care for her life. 
She was to go in peace knowing that she was at peace with God.  
When you encounter Jesus:
· You will be humbled by who He is, 
· You confess your secrets,
· He rids you of your impurities, 
· He calls you son or daughter, 
· You have peace knowing that you have made your peace with God
Jesus, the Great Physician, has the power to heal us from every sin, every weakness, every failure, every illness and every evil ever committed against us. And he promises this healing to everyone who believes in him
Matthew 21:21-22
21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
Jesus can turn your shame into a showcase of His Grace
[bookmark: _GoBack]One encounter with him will change everything about who you are. 
Everything Changes with an Encounter
(Story or illustration)
Mark 5:25–34
25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse.
1. frustrating
2. spend so much
3. problem remains
4. condition of excess bleeding
5. beyond the monthly cycle
6. twelve years
7. before this encounter
8. man named Jairus
9. 12 years old about to die
10. number 12
11. 187 times
12. represents faith, purpose
13. completion and divine rule
14. 12 tribes of Israel
15. 12 disciples of Jesus
16. complete group,
17. God use to establish his rule
18. Judas betrayed Jesus
19. apostles thought it necessary
20. replace Judas Matthias
21. group complete
22. 12, faith, purpose, completeness
23. 12 is not initially associated with completeness but depravity
24. twelve-year-old
25. and the woman
26. seemed anything but purposeful or complete
27. broke, busted and disgusted
But what seems like depravity to us, is opportunity for completeness and wholeness with Him.
27 She had heard the reports about Jesus
28. For her to hear
29. someone telling
30. world will hear
31. changed by Him
Romans 10:17
So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
27b and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.”
32. most other encounters
33. make known their situation
34. Bartimaeus who was born blind
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Mark 10:51
51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”
Luke 17:13
35. 10 lepers
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”
36. outside of the camp
37. yell unclean
38. got the attention of Jesus
39. This woman
40. different approach
41. some shame in begging
42. shame being a leper
43. even greater shame in being a woman
44. issue of blood.
45. old testament laws
46. unclean and everything she touched
Leviticus 15:19
19 “When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening. 20 And everything on which she lies during her menstrual impurity shall be unclean. Everything also on which she sits shall be unclean. 21 And whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.
47. for her to press through
48. make everything and everyone
49. Desperate situations call for desperate measures of faith.
50. pride goes out of the window
51. will not care what other people
52. do whatever it takes to get your miracle
53. attempt to get her miracle secretly
54. without anyone knowing
55. when an impure person encounters
29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
56. doctors touched her
57. she touched others
58. she touched Jesus
59. shame had been wiped away
60. sorrow was turned to joy
61. complete
62. kingdom of God was established
30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’”
63. power to heal
64. knew exactly who the recipient
65. There’s no secret hidden from Him.
66. secret sin,
67. illness
68. secret faith all are known to Him
69. “Who touched my garment?”
70. opportunity to acknowledge
71. disciples were oblivious
72. humanistic perspective
73. Jesus was intentional in everything
74. Instead of seeking out the reason
75. wrong question to ask
76. ignored their ignorance
32 And he looked around to see who had done it.
77. not looking to reprimand
78. commend her for her faith
79. uncleanness could not make Him unclean
80. His righteousness had made her whole
81. righteous
82. pure
83. complete
84. Everything that we’re not, He is
85. Everything changes with an Encounter with Christ.
33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth.
freedom that comes to our lives
86. humble ourselves
87. “this is who we are.”
88. I am tired of the secrets
89. tell of the work that Christ has done
90. bring glory to God
91. encourage the faith
92. encouragement to Jairus
93. faith began to arise
94. how would those around
95. miracle had taken
“Who touched my garments?”
96. woman’s encounter
97. not for her benefit alone
98. it was for Jairus
34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
99. He calls her daughter
Daughter- a daughter of God, acceptable to God, one who rejoices in God's peculiar care and protection
100. no need for her to fear
101. daughter of God
102. acceptable to ‘God
103. rejoice in God’s protection and care
104. go in peace
When you encounter Jesus:
· You will be humbled by who He is, 
· You confess your secrets,
· He rids you of your impurities, 
· He calls you son or daughter, 
· You have peace knowing that you have made your peace with God
105. Jesus, power to heal us from every sin, weakness, failure, illness
106. evil ever committed against us.
Matthew 21:21-22
21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
107. turn your shame showcase of His Grace

