Series: Faith, Hope, Love

Title: Got Faith?

What is Faith? 

The Bible defines faith as 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Here faith is connected to hope.  What are you hoping for? 
Faith is also described as not seen because if you can see it then it does not require faith.  

I can go to the parking lot and see with my eyes that my vehicle is there it does not take faith.  But I can also go to that same parking lot and look at that building in the back and believe that somehow, someway that building will one day be restored and used to serve the community and not be an eye sore. 

That takes faith; even an incredible amount of faith if you know the situation. 
But are we to not believe God for incredible things?
Should we just limit Him to easy things so that He does not appear a failure in our minds? It is not that God fails but we are afraid of failure.  

Is our faith too safe? 

Or should we have incredible faith?  

Do any of you have incredible faith? Do you believe that God can do anything, anytime, and in any which way that He decides to do it? Our story today describes a man with incredible faith. 

Matthew 8:5-13

5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 

The person of interest is a centurion.  Centurions were Roman officers 

Who a Centurion Was
· A centurion commanded about 80–100 soldiers (the name comes from centum, “hundred”).
· They were career soldiers, promoted for discipline, leadership, and loyalty
Role & Authority
· Had the authority to enforce Roman law, including corporal punishment.
· Known for being the backbone of the Roman army—if Rome conquered and held territory, it was largely because of centurions.
Life in Judea
· Stationed in places like Capernaum, Caesarea, and Jerusalem to keep order.
Character & Reputation
· Known for discipline, courage, and strict obedience to authority.
· Also expected to lead by example—they fought alongside their soldiers.

Centurions in the Gospels
Centurions show up surprisingly positively in the New Testament:
Why That’s Significant
To Jewish listeners, a centurion was:
· A Gentile
· A soldier of an occupying force
· A symbol of imperial power

Yet Jesus repeatedly highlights centurions as examples of faith, humility, and spiritual insight—which would have been shocking to a Jew. This was done to confront the lack of belief of the Jews. 

Jesus not only ministers to the Jews but to the Gentiles as well.  

6 “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 

This centurion understood hierarchy better than anyone else.  He calls Him Lord.  If He is Lord, then He is above the centurion.  Indeed, He is for He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Even this Gentile recognized this while many of the Jews did not. 

Calling Jesus Lord and making his request shows a great deal of humility.  Though he oversaw nearly one hundred soldiers he recognized that Jesus was in charge over sickness and disease. 

He humbled himself; he realized that he did not have the answer to his servant’s situation and that Jesus did.  He humbles himself, by asking Jesus, a Jew, to come and heal his servant.  

Faith Requires Humility 

If we are to receive that which we desire, then we too must humble ourselves and realize that we do not have the answers and that He does.  Jesus is the only one who can heal, deliver, set free, revive etc.… He is the answer and we are not. 

It is His desire that we should come to this understanding and make our petitions known to Him. 

Besides his faith, we also see the compassion of this centurion as he is concerned about his servant.  Look at the next verse as Jesus was ready and willing to heal this servant for He is no respecter of persons. 

7 And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 

In the (KJV) it says that “at home sick of the palsy”
It was a broad term used to describe paralysis or severe loss of muscle control.
	
What “Palsy” Referred To
· Partial or complete paralysis of the body
· Inability to move limbs, sometimes the entire body
· Often accompanied by intense pain

The palsy, a disease where the physician’s skill often fails, was a strong indication of the patient’s faith in Christ’s power to heal, as it transcended the capabilities of natural means.
When man has failed and doctors do not have the answers Jesus is the great physician who is able to heal. Do you believe that? 

What diagnosis have you been given or your loved one been given, which seems impossible with man, but you are believing for a miracle. Keep believing, that is faith.  

Jesus tells him I will come and I will heal.  Jesus had already determined the outcome; this servant would be healed.  

But watch how the story unpacks an even greater amount of faith on the centurion’s part. 

8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

Faith Extends Beyond Limits

Before the days of internet, before satellite and global communication, this centurion had the faith to believe that Jesus could heal someone who was at a different location by just saying a word.  This shows that he fully understood that Jesus was God.  For only God can do such a miracle.  

Only God could hear a prayer of someone in America that touches someone in Australia.  During the fast my wife was praying for people in Africa and has put a star in every city in that area.  Because we believe that God’s hand is not short.  He can reach people across the world.  

Do you believe that your prayers can reach people across the globe?
This centurion certainly believed that.  This would be the first recorded remote miracle that would take place. 

Do you have the faith to believe that something that has never been done before could happen? 

What led this centurion to say this? He felt unworthy.  

Faith is not Based on Our Worthiness

(un) Worthy hik-an-os' 
I. sufficient
I. many enough, enough
I. sufficient in ability, 

Why did he feel unworthy? Afterall he was a soldier and a roman centurion at that.  That status is not to be taken lightly at least among other human beings.  

But upon seeing Jesus, the Son of God, and upon realizing who He is, helps put into proper perspective how we perceive ourselves.  It wasn’t because of his servant’s unworthiness but because of his own unworthiness that he did not see fit to host the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 

He was indeed unworthy.  He was a gentile and not a Jew, so by that alone he would have been disqualified by Jewish standards.  But more than that he was a sinner.  In fact, we are all sinners and are all unworthy.  

Romans 5:12

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.

Our sinful nature is enough to make us feel unworthy in the presence of a Holy and perfect and righteous God.  Though he felt unworthy Jesus was still willing to go to his house and heal his servant.  

Have you ever felt unworthy?  You should.  Because you are. We should feel the weight of that.  None of us deserve any good thing that the Lord would give us.  It is because of His love for us and His grace towards us that we can obtain that which we desire.  

That’s the beauty of the gospel.  Jesus knows the sinful people that we are and He still comes to us.  He knocks on the doors of our hearts despite our mess-ups and imperfections, despite our unworthiness. 

He is more than willing to make us whole, just as He was willing to do so with this centurion’s servant.  

He tells Jesus to only speak the word and that his servant would be healed.  Prior to this Jesus heals the leper by telling him to stretch out his hand.  This centurion believes that Jesus only needs to say the word and it will be done.  For he was a man who understood authority.

Faith Prays with Authority
Kingdom authority is the delegated right to represent the King, enforce His will, and advance His rule—always under His lordship.
In biblical terms, it’s not just raw power—it’s delegated authority that flows from the King (God) to those who represent Him.
1. Authority comes from the King
In a kingdom, the king possesses all authority and then delegates it.
· “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me” (Matthew 28:18)
A police officer doesn’t need to be stronger than traffic—his badge gives him authority. In the same way, kingdom authority isn’t about personal strength but rightful permission from the King.

2. Authority Represents the King
When someone acts with kingdom authority, they are acting in the King’s name.
· Ambassadors don’t speak their own opinions; they speak for the king.
· Jesus healed, forgave, and commanded because He represented the Father (John 5:19).
· The centurion understood this well: “I too am a man under authority…” (Matthew 8:9)
· Authority works under authority—submission enables authority.
· Jesus exercises authority over sickness, demons, nature, and sin.
· He then delegates it to His followers (Luke 10:19).
That’s why Scripture says we pray and act “in Jesus’ name”—that’s authority language.
So, when you pray a prayer of faith “In Jesus Name” you are praying from a position of authority. It is not just a cliché phrase that we say when we pray.  But we can declare that prayer boldly in Jesus’ name because we belong to Him.  He is in us.  He is the vine and we are the branches.  We are connect to HIm

10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 

Wow, what a statement! Here is a gentile, a roman officer, being commend by Jesus because he had more faith than those of the house of Israel.  The Israelites were God chosen people set apart for His good work.  They were descendants of Abraham and had been entrusted with the oracles of God.

They have had the testimonies of all that God had done in bringing them out of Egypt, through the wilderness and into the promise land.  If there was anyone who should have had the most faith it should have been the household of Israel (the people of God) and not a gentile.  A person who was foreign to the things of God.   

Yet in the same sentence that Jesus commends this centurion for his faith, there is an underlying reprimand of the Jews who lacked faith.  Many Jews did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah because He did not come the way that they were expecting.  We see an example of this in: 

	Matthew 13:57-58

57 But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.”58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.

Jesus takes unbelief very seriously.  

11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 

When Jesus says many will come from east and west, He is talking about people who are outside of Israel, people from all over the world will come into the kingdom of heaven.  For they will believe.  

12 while the sons of the kingdom (the people who should know better, people who might have been descendants of Abraham by blood only and not according to faith) will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Unbelief has a high price. 

13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.

The centurion received from Jesus that which he was hoping for.  He was commended by his faith in the process. 
Big Takeaways
What is Faith? 
Faith Requires Humility 
Faith Extends Beyond Limits
Faith is not Based on Our Worthiness
Faith Prays with Authority
Faith Believes God for the Impossible


Questions:

What prevents us from believing? 

How can we have more faith? 























Faith is defined in Hebrews 11:1 as “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Faith is inseparably connected to hope and requires believing beyond what is visible. If something can already be seen, faith is no longer required. True faith believes God for what seems impossible—not just what feels safe. Often, we limit our faith not because God is unable, but because we fear disappointment.
Matthew 8:5–13 presents a powerful example of extraordinary faith through a Roman centurion. Centurions were Gentile military officers, symbols of Roman authority and oppression. Yet throughout the Gospels, Jesus highlights centurions positively, confronting Jewish assumptions about who truly believes and showing that God’s kingdom extends beyond Israel.
The centurion approaches Jesus with humility, calling Him “Lord,” recognizing Jesus’ authority over sickness and disease. Though he held significant earthly authority, he understood his limitations and knew Jesus alone had the answer. Faith begins with humility—acknowledging that we do not have the solution, but God does.
The centurion’s compassion is evident as he pleads for his suffering servant, who is paralyzed with “palsy,” a condition often beyond medical help. Jesus immediately responds with willingness: “I will come and heal him.” Yet the centurion demonstrates even greater faith by saying Jesus need only speak the word. He understood authority—that commands do not require physical presence—and believed Jesus’ authority transcended distance. This becomes the first recorded remote healing, revealing faith that extends beyond boundaries.
Crucially, the centurion declares himself unworthy. Faith is not based on personal merit. All people are sinners and undeserving before a holy God, yet Jesus still comes to us in grace. The gospel’s beauty is that Christ meets us in our unworthiness and makes us whole.
The centurion’s faith also understood kingdom authority—authority that is delegated from the King. Just as he commanded soldiers under him, he recognized Jesus’ supreme authority over creation. When believers pray in Jesus’ name, they pray from a position of authority, not ritual.
Jesus marvels at this faith, declaring it greater than any He found in Israel. Many Gentiles would enter the kingdom through faith, while unbelief would exclude those who assumed privilege without trust. The centurion received what he hoped for, and his servant was healed instantly.
Big Takeaways:
Faith requires humility, is not based on worthiness, extends beyond limits, prays with authority, and believes God for the impossible.




Series: Faith, Hope, Love
Title: Got Faith?

I. Defining Faith
Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV)
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
A. Faith Is Connected to Hope
· Faith gives substance to what we are hoping for
· Question: What are you hoping for?
B. Faith Operates Beyond Sight
· If you can see it, it doesn’t require faith
· Illustration:
· Seeing your car in the parking lot = no faith
· Believing a broken-down building can be restored = faith
C. The Tension We Live In
· Are we limiting God to “safe” requests?
· Are we afraid of failure more than we trust God?
· Question: Is our faith too safe—or should it be incredible faith?

II. A Man with Incredible Faith
Matthew 8:5–13
A. Introducing the Centurion (v.5)
Who He Was
· Roman officer over 80–100 soldiers
· Career soldier known for discipline, loyalty, leadership
His Authority & Reputation
· Enforced Roman law
· Backbone of the Roman army
· Led by example—fought with his men
Why This Is Shocking
· A Gentile
· Part of an occupying force
· Symbol of imperial power
Yet Jesus highlights centurions as models of faith, humility, and insight—confronting Jewish unbelief.

III. Faith Requires Humility (v.6)
“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.”
A. He Recognized Jesus as Lord
· A man of authority submits to a greater Authority
· He acknowledges Jesus’ supremacy over sickness
B. Humility Precedes Miracles
· He admits he does not have the answer—Jesus does
· Faith begins when self-sufficiency ends
Application
· We must humble ourselves to receive from God
· Jesus alone heals, delivers, revives, and sets free

IV. Jesus’ Willingness to Heal (v.7)
“I will come and heal him.”
A. Jesus Is No Respecter of Persons
· Willing to heal a Gentile’s servant
· Compassion moves Him to action
B. Understanding “Palsy”
· Severe paralysis, often painful
· A condition beyond human skill
Application
· When doctors fail, Jesus remains the Great Physician
· Faith keeps believing even when the diagnosis seems final

V. Faith Extends Beyond Limits (vv.8–9)
“Only say the word, and my servant will be healed.”
A. Faith Beyond Proximity
· Believed Jesus could heal remotely
· Demonstrates understanding of divine authority
B. The First Recorded Remote Miracle
· Faith for what had never been done before
Application
· Do you believe God’s reach is global?
· Our prayers are not limited by geography

VI. Faith Is Not Based on Our Worthiness
“Lord, I am not worthy…”
A. Understanding “Unworthy”
· Not sufficient in self
· Lacking ability apart from God
B. Why He Felt Unworthy
· Gentile by birth
· Sinner by nature
· Standing before a holy God
Romans 5:12
C. The Beauty of the Gospel
· We are all unworthy—yet Jesus still comes
· Grace, not merit, gives us access

VII. Faith Prays with Authority
A. Authority Comes from the King
· All authority belongs to Jesus (Matthew 28:18)
· Authority is delegated, not self-generated
B. Authority Works Under Authority
· Submission enables authority
· The centurion understood this principle
C. Praying “In Jesus’ Name”
· Not a cliché—authority language
· We pray as representatives of the King
· We are connected to Him (vine and branches)

VIII. Jesus Marvels at Great Faith (v.10)
“With no one in Israel have I found such faith.”
A. Commendation of a Gentile
· Greater faith than God’s covenant people
B. A Rebuke of Unbelief
· Israel had history, testimony, and Scripture
· Yet unbelief limited what Jesus did
Matthew 13:57–58
Jesus takes unbelief seriously.

IX. The Global Scope of Faith (vv.11–12)
A. The Kingdom Is Open to All
· People from east and west will believe
B. The Cost of Unbelief
· Heritage without faith is not enough
· Unbelief carries eternal consequences

X. Faith Receives What It Believes (v.13)
“Let it be done for you as you have believed.”
· The servant was healed instantly
· Faith was both commended and rewarded

Big Takeaways
· What Is Faith? Trusting God beyond sight
· Faith Requires Humility
· Faith Extends Globally
· Faith Is Not Based on Our Worthiness
· Faith Prays with Authority
· Faith Believes God for the Impossible


Reflection Questions
1. What prevents us from believing God fully?
2. How can we grow in faith that trusts God beyond limits?


1. Where might I be limiting my faith to “safe” expectations instead of trusting God for the impossible?
2. In what areas of my life do I need to acknowledge that I don’t have the answer—but God does?
3. Do I truly believe that God’s authority is not limited by distance, circumstance, or human ability? How might this change the way I pray for people or situations beyond my immediate reach?
4. How do feelings of unworthiness affect my faith and confidence before God?
Am I allowing grace to draw me closer to Jesus, or letting guilt keep me distant?
5. What would it look like for me to pray with kingdom authority “in Jesus’ name” this week?

Faith isn’t believing in yourself.
Faith is believing in the authority of Jesus—
even when you don’t feel worthy to ask.


























Matthew 8:5-13

5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant,[c] ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel[d] have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.

Romans 5:12

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men[a] because all sinned

Matthew 28:18

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

Matthew 13:57-58

57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.”58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.
